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Welcome
All around you are possibilities of doing good, and making the world richer for your having lived in it. 

Mary Gonzaga Barry

Welcome



Give them a sense of the greatness of a woman’s mission.
Mary Gonzaga Barry

As Principal, it gives me great pleasure to introduce 
you to the story and richness of Loreto.

Loreto College Coorparoo is an independent 
Catholic secondary day school for girls established 
in 1928. Today it is one of more than 150 schools 
throughout the world and one of seven schools in 
Australia governed by the Sisters of the Institute of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary (IBVM), also known as the 
Loreto Sisters.

The Loreto Order had its beginnings in Europe in 
1609 when Mary Ward, its founder, opened her 
first school for girls. Her conviction that women in 
time to come will do much was prophetic. As an 
English woman, living in the Reformation period, 
she educated girls at a time when Catholics were 
not free to practise their faith in her homeland and 
at a time when it was unheard of for girls to be 
formally educated. She believed the world to be in 
great need of the contribution of women who were 
informed, confident and spiritually mature. She 
also believed in the capacity and responsibility of 
women to lead and to contribute significantly to 
society. She was a determined, courageous, holy, 
wise and inspiring woman. She was also gentle, 
reflective, prayerful and loving. Her powerful story 
encourages in our students ideals and dispositions 
that engender hope, passion and a belief in their 
capacity as women, individually and collectively, to 
make a difference for good in their world.

Welcome
The Australian Loreto schools were founded from 
Ireland in 1875 by Mother Mary Gonzaga Barry 
IBVM, a contemporary and personal friend of  
St Mary of the Cross MacKillop, Australia’s first 
saint. Mother Gonzaga established Loreto schools 
across the country to provide an education that 
would prepare her students to face the many 
challenges of the emerging nation. Her aim was 
to cultivate, to train, to develop, to strengthen and 
to polish all the physical, intellectual, moral and 
religious faculties which constitute nature and 
human dignity in the child. She believed that we 
shall truly be repaid when our pupils grow into 
individuals whose characters will exert lasting 
influence on the world in which they move.

Our task then, in partnership with families, is the 
formation of resilient, confident young women of 
faith, passion and courage who will live and speak 
the truth with fearless conviction for the greater glory 
of God and the good of others.

The Mary Ward story is inspirational; it is life-giving 
and life-changing. We invite you to be a part of the 
rich heritage that is her legacy.

Welcome



Ethos

EthosGod’s presence amongst us makes each moment 
and each experience holy. At Loreto we seek to 
embrace each moment and to do so with grateful 
hearts. To see holiness, God’s presence, is to be 
utterly present and open to the awe and wonder 
of life and creation. This holy disposition promotes 
a love of self, a love of others and a love of all 
things: it gives rise to Felicity and promotes inner 
Freedom; it demands that we act with Sincerity 
and that we strive for Verity; and it compels us to 
seek Justice in all its forms. These are the five 
imperatives of a Loreto education. They guide us 
and define us.



Ethos - Felicity: to be people of joy, optimism, hope and 
laughter.

- Freedom: to act out of love not fear; to be 
inwardly free to refer all things to God.

- Sincerity: to be such as we appear and appear 
such as we are.

- Verity: to seek and find the truth about ourselves 
and our God; to do what we have to do well.

- Justice: to act justly, to love tenderly, and to walk 
humbly with your God. 

Seeing holiness in the ordinary is profoundly 
powerful; our hearts open and we are deeply 
graced. Simple, ordinary moments become special 
and valued. We thus live a life blessed in gratitude.

This Ignatian disposition of the heart: a grateful 
heart; a joyful heart; is tangible at Loreto. It is in the 
air. We stand on holy ground.

The place on which you stand is Holy Ground.
Exodus 3:5

In accordance with the Gospel and the Mission 
Statement for Loreto Schools of Australia, we offer 
a Catholic education designed to liberate, empower 
and motivate our students to use their individual gifts 
with confidence, creativity and generosity in loving 
and responsible service. 

We want students to experience Loreto as a place 
of joy, beauty, kindness, goodness, peace, love and 
laughter; a place of welcome and belonging; a place 
of giving and sharing; a place of nourishment and 
challenge; a place where the achievements of all are 
encouraged and celebrated without envy; a place 
that enriches, offers broad experiences, develops 
potential and engenders a passion for learning.

When young women leave this College, we want 
them to be discerning and to value reflection, 
silence and beauty. We want this so that they can 
confidently transcend society’s stereotypes and 
respond to the demands of their world with courage 
and authenticity.



FaithBe seekers of truth and doers of justice.
Mary Ward

Faith



Faith Sharing the Christian faith, in the Catholic tradition, is central to the purpose of Loreto College Coorparoo. 
Religion classes promote in students an intelligent religious literacy and understanding. These classes teach 
students both about religions and about being religious in a particular tradition.

Supporting students’ growth in personal faith and spirituality is achieved within a community context. The 
College community is a Church community and liturgical celebrations, retreats, community service activities, 
prayer experiences and justice oriented groups all contribute to the life of faith within Loreto Coorparoo.

The liturgical life of the College is supported by the Carmelite priests from the local Mt Carmel parish at 
Coorparoo and the College’s Religion program follows Archdiocesan requirements for the religious education 
of students within the Church in Brisbane. Justice oriented activities are also conducted within the context 
of the Church community through the St Vincent de Paul Society, Catholic Missions, Caritas and Mary Ward 
International.

We wish our students to develop a strong understanding of self and also a sense of being connected to 
others; to be women of hope who are able to meet the inevitable difficulties of life with courage and faith.



Pastoral Care
A primary concern is that each student feels part of 
the community and has the best possible opportunity 
for personal, academic, social and spiritual growth.

Students are divided into homeroom groups with 
at least two teachers who have a particular care 
for their welfare. Year Coordinators work with 
homeroom teachers, the College Counsellor, Deputy 
Principal – Pastoral Care and Principal to monitor 
the well-being of students. Particular attention 
is paid to students as they first enter the Loreto 
community to ensure they are supported as they 
develop a sense of belonging and connectedness. 

A coordinated Personal Development program 
caters for different levels of maturity and the range 
of student interests and needs.

Students are encouraged to treat each person with 
courtesy and respect and to be attentive to the 
needs and feelings of others. A high standard of 
behaviour, reflective of these values, is expected 
both within and outside the school, in face-to-face 
and online interactions. There are many 
opportunities for students to contribute, to become 
involved and to be affirmed for their efforts and 
achievements. It is our aim that each girl feels 
valued and connected within the school community, 
free to discover and express her hidden self.

Pastoral... so that your hidden self  may grow strong.
Ephesians 3:16



LeaderStand in a place where God can be seen.
Mary Gonzaga Barry

Leadership
Throughout their years at the College, students 
take on increasing responsibilities in areas such 
as music, sport, debating, clubs and associations. 
Representatives of the younger students meet with 
Senior Leaders to contribute ideas and assist with 
planning for sports carnivals, fund raising events 
and community activities.

Every person who contributes positively to the 
community, whether it is through gentle words of 
encouragement, a small service or through offering 
hospitality to visitors and welcome to new students, 
can inspire others and lead them towards the 
good. Every person who through her being and her 
relationships stands in a place where God can be 
seen is acting as a genuine leader within the Loreto 
community and beyond.

Students are educated about the nature of genuine 
leadership and given opportunities to develop 
their individual leadership capacities. The style 
of leadership encouraged at Loreto Coorparoo is 
focused firmly on service.

All Year 12 students belong to one of a series of 
Councils such as Art, Drama, Liturgy, Sport and 
Social Justice and are given the opportunity to serve 
their community by training to become Eucharistic 
Ministers. The Big Sister/Little Sister program is a 
further avenue for senior students to nurture and 
positively influence a younger girl.Pastoral



CurriculumThe academic curriculum at Loreto is characterised by breadth and depth in its subject offerings. 
Junior secondary students study a wide range of disciplines, some as core and others as electives. 
In the senior years both Queensland Studies Authority subjects and Authority Registered subjects 
are offered. The curriculum offerings are regularly reviewed to ensure their appropriateness and their 
contemporary relevance. 

Student learning is enhanced through the use of a variety of teaching methods and learning 
experiences and the provision of a broad range of resources, including excellent technology facilities. 
Classes are not streamed and Learning Support staff provide extension opportunities or extra 
assistance for students as required. Each student is encouraged to do her best in an atmosphere 
where academic excellence is valued and love of learning nurtured. An Enrichment Program is 
provided in the senior years that complements the academic curriculum and includes elements such 
as community service, self-protection, work experience and work readiness.

Loreto uses pedagogies and technologies appropriate for the 21st century. We aim to maximise 
the flexibility and creativity of the learning environment thus ensuring Loreto students are able to 
participate effectively in their complex and ever changing world.

Curriculum



CurriculumWomen in time to come will do much. 
Mary Ward



All students are encouraged to participate in the  
co-curricular program which provides opportunities 
in a wide range of cultural, artistic, sporting and 
service areas.

Students are presented with opportunities to 
explore culture and the arts via vocal and ensemble 
groups, debating, public speaking, drama, chess 
and art clubs and stage musicals. Girls also 
have opportunities to participate with boys from 
neighbouring Catholic schools in co-productions and 
performances.

Through the Instrumental Music Program students 
can participate in ensembles which are often invited 
to perform within the College or local community. 
Private Music tuition is available in a wide range 
of instruments and a number of Music Tuition 
Scholarships are offered each year. Concerts are 
held regularly, assisting students gain confidence in 
their ability as performers. 

CurricularLet your light shine in the sight of all. 
Matthew 5:16

Co-curricular
Activities



Loreto has a strong sporting tradition and students 
enjoy excellent sporting facilities. Students have 
the opportunity to benefit from participation in sport 
at various levels and to pursue their interests in a 
range of individual and team sports. 

A number of student service organisations, including 
a St Vincent de Paul Conference and a Caritas 
Group, are involved in fundraising and other service 
activities at school, community and international 
levels. In particular, the Loreto community raises 
funds for Mary Ward International, the Loreto 
Sisters’ international justice and development 
program. 

Loreto students are encouraged to share their 
interests, gifts and passions in life with the school 
and wider community.

From everyone to whom much has been given, much will be required.
Luke 12: 48

Curricular



At Loreto each girl is supported by a community 
committed to the ideal of promoting intellectual 
development, full human growth and spiritual 
nourishment. As a community we understand 
the importance of both articulating and living our 
Christian ideals knowing that consistency between 
words and actions is a vital ingredient in building 
trust and mutual respect.

Parents are active participants in the life of the 
College. They support, encourage and contribute 
in many ways. Funds raised by the Parents 
and Friends’ Association assist with facilities 
improvements, co-curricular programs, needs based 
bursaries and future capital developments. Parents 
are a welcome presence at school events and 
special celebrations. As generous volunteers, their 
involvement is valued and appreciated.

The Past Pupils’ Association has a strong 
membership that spans the decades. Past pupils 
gather regularly to celebrate reunions and other 
special events. Raising funds for Social Justice is a 
particular focus. They also generously support the 
bursary program for families in need.

The School Council governs the school on 
behalf of the Loreto Sisters. It is charged with the 
responsibilities of maintaining the Mary Ward ethos, 
strategic master planning, financial management 
and facilities development.

As a community united in the spirit of Mary Ward, we 
strive together to make our ideals our reality. We aim 
to do good and do it well. We aim to be a community 
of learning, love and laughter; a community of 
compassion, care and service; a community of God.

Our ideals often make our realities.
Mary Ward

CommunityCommunity



T (07) 3394 9999 – F (07) 3847 1254 
 M 0418 803 886   

E hamiltonc@loreto.qld.edu.au
W www.loreto.qld.edu.au

415 Cavendish Road Coorparoo Qld 4151

Cheryl Hamilton
BSc, DipEd, MScSoc, MACE

Principal 

Please consult the College 
website for further details

www.loreto.qld.edu.au

Community
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