
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Purpose 

The College seeks to recognise and celebrate the diverse range of student achievements across the 

year levels.  The Ceremony of Excellence Awards will comprise five categories: Academic, Cultural, 

Sporting, All Rounder and Service.  

In 2019, these awards will be presented to students in Years 7-11.  All awards for Year 12 students 

will remain in their current format in 2019. From 2020, most Excellence Awards will be allocated to 

Year 12 students based on Terms 1-3. Subject prizes, overall academic achievement prizes, recognition 

of students with an ATAR of 90 and higher and overall academic prizes will be awarded at the Honours 

and Academic Achievement Ceremony at the start of Semester 1 (2021). 

 

Academic Excellence 
For this award, students will receive an Excellence Medal, a Certificate and where applicable, a short 

citation outlining their achievement. They will also receive a letter authorising them to have the 

relevant award embroidered on to their blazer as an Honour Pocket.  

The awards will all be calculated by the Director of Studies (Years 7 - 9) and by the Deputy Principal – 

Curriculum (Years 10 - 12). 

Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 

Students are eligible for this award if they achieve a GPA of 13 and above on a 15-point scale based 

on their results from Terms 1-3. GPAs will be calculated using Semester 1 results and Term 3 results 

averaged (using a ratio of 2:1) The results of all subjects where an A-E grade is allocated will be used, 

except for PAW (Year 10).  

Formula: Total GPA= [(Sem 1 GPA x2) + Term 3 GPA]/3    

e.g. Semester 1 GPA= 13.2, Term 3 GPA= 12.  

Total GPA = [(13.2 x 2) + 12]/3 

Total GPA = [26.4 + 12]/3 

Total GPA = 38.4/3 

Total GPA = 12.8 NO AWARD 

Where students have not completed assessment, they will not be eligible for an award unless special 

circumstances, as approved by the Director of Studies, apply. Students who are on a study line are 

eligible for these awards. 

Special Academic Awards 

Moya Hickey Award for Religion  

This award is presented to the students who achieves the highest result in Religion in Year 10. 

Calculation will be based on results for Terms 1-3. 

 

Ceremony of Excellence Awards 2019 
Aim at something excellent, our life is largely influenced by what we aim at.  

 - Mother Gonzaga Barry 



Sister Claire Gardiner Award for Science 

This award is presented to the student who achieves the highest result in Science Extension in Year 

10. Calculation will be based on results for Terms 1-3. 

 

Year 11  

Students are eligible for this award if they achieve a GPA of 85 across their 6 best subjects. Core PE 

and RML are not used in this calculation. Both general and essential subject results may be used. The 

GPA will be calculated based on students’ results for Units 1 and 2 at a ratio of 1: 1 
 

The results for each subject will be normalised to 100, added and then averaged to calculate the GPA. 

e.g. SOR 99 + English 96 + Geography 88 + French 83.3 + Math Methods 82.8 + Physics 65 = 514.1 ÷ 6 

= 85.68  

Certificates of recognition will also be awarded to students who have completed Vocational Education 

and Training at a Certificate Four level or higher, or completed a University subject in Semester 1 of 

Year 11. 

Year 12 (from 2020) 

Students are eligible for this award if they achieve an average percentage across their 5 best subjects 
of 85 and above for all internal assessment in Units 3 and 4.  The results for each of their best five 
subjects are normalised to 100, the GPA is calculated and then averaged to calculate the GPA. 
 

e.g. Chemistry 95 + Physics 95 + Math Methods 88.57 + English 88 + Music 87.5 = 454.07 ÷ 5 = 90.8 
 

Certificates of recognition will also be awarded to students who have completed Vocational Education 
and Training at a Certificate four level or higher, or completed a University subject in Semester 1 of 
Year 12 or Semester 2 of Year 11. 

 
Cultural Excellence 
For this award, students will receive an Excellence Medal, a Certificate and where applicable, a short 

citation outlining their achievement. They will also receive a letter authorising them to have the 

relevant award embroidered on to their blazer as an Honour Pocket.  

 

Students may nominate themselves for these awards. Teachers may also nominate students.  

Applications will be made online. Evidence of attainment will need to be provided through the provision 

of relevant documentation. 

Music (Years 7-11, 2019) 

Cultural Excellence Awards in Music will be awarded to students who have achieved a Grade of 6 or 

higher in a recognised Music Examinations Body. Recognised bodies include those which are 

recognised by the QCAA through the Queensland Certificate of Education. 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/certificates-and-qualifications/qce/recognised-studies/lists-

recognised-studies 

Cultural Excellence Awards in Music will also be awarded to students who have achieved a placing at 

an advanced level in a recognised Community Eisteddfod or Competition.  

Cultural Excellence Awards in Music will also be awarded to students who are members of community 

performance groups which perform at an advanced level such as the Queensland Youth Orchestra.  

Dance (Years 7-11, 2019) 

Cultural Excellence Awards in Dance will be awarded to students who have achieved a Grade of 6 or 

higher (or at an advanced level) in a recognised Dance Examinations Body. Recognised bodies include 

those which are recognised by the QCAA through the Queensland Certificate of Education. 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/certificates-and-qualifications/qce/recognised-studies/lists-

recognised-studies  

Cultural Excellence Awards in Dance will also be awarded to students who have achieved a placing at 

an advanced level at a recognised Community Eisteddfod or Competition.  

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/certificates-and-qualifications/qce/recognised-studies/lists-recognised-studies
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/certificates-and-qualifications/qce/recognised-studies/lists-recognised-studies
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/certificates-and-qualifications/qce/recognised-studies/lists-recognised-studies
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/certificates-and-qualifications/qce/recognised-studies/lists-recognised-studies


Performing Arts (Years 7-11, 2019) 

Cultural Excellence Awards in Performing Arts will be awarded to students who have achieved a Grade 

of 6 or higher in a recognised Performing Arts Examinations Body. Recognised bodies include those 

which are recognised by the QCAA through the Queensland Certificate of Education. 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/certificates-and-qualifications/qce/recognised-studies/lists-

recognised-studies  

Cultural Excellence Awards in Performing Arts will also be awarded to students who have achieved a 

placing at an advanced level at a recognised Community Eisteddfod or Competition.  

Awards will also be considered for students who have auditioned and fulfilled a leading role in a 

musical or dramatic production, produced by a professional or semi-professional company or by the 

College or when the College has been invited to nominate students to audition.  

Art (Years 7-11, 2019) 

Cultural Excellence Awards in Art will be awarded to students who have achieved a placing at an 

advanced level at a recognised Community Eisteddfod, or Art Competition.  

Debating (Years 7-11, 2019) 

Cultural Excellence Awards in Debating will be awarded to students who have worked as part of a 

team which has placed in the Finals of the QDU Debating Competition. Students who have been a 

school representative in a State team or who have a noted special performance in a QDU competition 

are also eligible.  

Special Cultural Awards 

Students in Year 10 may nominate for the Sister Mary Muirhead Junior Music Award. Applicants should 

list ensembles and choirs participated in across Years 7-10. They should also include any other musical 

events including the musical, tour groups, Loreto Music Festival and external music groups that have 

participated in. Students should identify the instruments/voice/music theory they are learning, and 

any grades achieved.  

The final decision will be made by the Director of Music, in consultation with the Executive Deputy 

Principal. Attendance rates at rehearsals and performances will also be considered using school 

records as well as behaviour, contribution to the group, leadership, volunteering, support of others 

including through attendance at other events and reliability.  

 

Sporting Excellence 
For this award, students will receive an Excellence Medal, a Certificate and where applicable, a short 

citation outlining their achievement. They will also receive a letter authorising them to have the 

relevant award embroidered on to their blazer as an Honour Pocket.  

Students may nominate themselves for these awards. Teachers may also nominate students.  

Applications will be made online. Evidence of attainment will need to be provided through the provision 

of relevant documentation. 

Sporting Excellence awards will be awarded to students who have represented the state in any sport, 

including sports not offered at the College.  

Sporting Excellence will also be awarded to students who have achieved 1st, 2nd or 3rd place at a 

recognised State Competition. This includes group sports. 

Special Sporting Awards 

Students from Years 7-10 are eligible to nominate for the Margaret Macfarlane Award for Junior 

Sportswoman of the Year.  Applicants should list sports participated in across Years 7-10. They should 

also include any other sporting events including representative achievements, placings at district, 

regional and state levels, participation in CaSSSA Carnivals and placings.   
 

The final decision will be made by the Director of Sport, in consultation with the Executive Deputy 

Principal. Attendance rates at training and games will also be considered using school records as well 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/certificates-and-qualifications/qce/recognised-studies/lists-recognised-studies
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/certificates-and-qualifications/qce/recognised-studies/lists-recognised-studies


as behaviour, contribution to the group, leadership, volunteering, support of others including through 

attendance at other events and reliability.  

All Rounder  
For this award, students will receive an Excellence Medal, a Certificate and where applicable, a short 

citation outlining their achievement. They will also receive a letter authorising them to have the 

relevant award embroidered on to their blazer as an Honour Pocket.  

Students may nominate themselves for these awards. Teachers may also nominate students.  

Applications will be made online. Evidence of attainment will need to be provided through the provision 

of relevant documentation. 

In each year level, students can apply for an All Rounder Award. Students can receive the All Rounder 

Award once only. Students who are unsuccessful may renominate in subsequent years. 

In order to be considered for an All Rounder Award, students need to have maintained consistent 

academic performance, participated in a sport for the College, shown evidence of their commitment 

to a Social Justice Activity and at least one Cultural Activity. Students should have also attended key 

school events including Mission Day, and College Sporting and Swimming Carnivals. The student’s 

behaviour and personal conduct will also be considered. 

 

Service Excellence 
For this award, students will receive an Excellence Medal, a Certificate and where applicable, a short 

citation outlining their achievement. They will also receive a letter authorising them to have the 

relevant award embroidered on to their blazer as an Honour Pocket.  

Students may nominate themselves for these awards. Teachers may also nominate students.  

Applications will be made online. Evidence of attainment will need to be provided through the provision 

of relevant documentation. 

Spirit/Justice 

Service Excellence will be awarded to students for their contribution to the College through 

outstanding service to others or outstanding service to the co-curricular program or social justice 

program of the College. Students’ eligibility will be determined by the leader of the respective co-

curricular or social justice area, in consultation with Year Coordinators and the Executive Deputy 

Principal. The primary criterion in determining these awards will be the student’s behaviour and 

attitude. Students will have displayed extensive involvement, responsibility, selflessness, generosity 

and initiative.  

 

Special Service Awards  

Students in Year 10 are eligible to apply for the Sister Dominic Jones Award for School Spirit. Applicants 

should list the ways in which they have demonstrated School Spirit which may include behaviour, 

contribution to groups, leadership, volunteering, support of others including through attendance at 

other events and reliability. 

Long Tan (Year 10, 2019, Years 10 and 12, 2020) 

Based on the values upheld by the Australian Defence Force, selection criteria include leadership, 

teamwork, values, problem-solving, resourcefulness, communication skills, cooperation and 

Community involvement. Students will be nominated by teachers and the award will be determined 

by the College. Only one recipient in each year can be awarded. 

 

 


