
Be seekers of truth and doers of justice

Felicity is such an essential 
element of our Loreto spirit. 
It speaks to us of being 
cheerful, friendly, joyful, 
generous, hopeful and kind. 
The pages that follow capture 
much of the spirit of Felicity 
that we have celebrated  
in 2016.

At the end of 2016, we have two 
longstanding members of the staff retiring 
and another moving into a new role at the 
school. Mrs Jenny Strachan joined the 
staff in 1982 and for many years served 
as the Year 8 Coordinator, where she was 
the welcoming, felicitous face of Loreto 
and “mother” to every new Year 8 student. 
Mr Kevin McAlinden joined the staff as 
History Coordinator in 1989, a position he 
served in with distinction for 28 years. It 
is not possible to articulate or quantify the 
significant impact that each of these fine 
people has made to the lives of countless 
numbers of students. On behalf of the 
school community, past and present, I 
extend to them my heartfelt thanks for  
all that they have so generously given in 
the service of providing an authentic  
Mary Ward education to the young  
women of Loreto. 

We also farewell our much loved Deputy 
Principal - Mission, Mr Kieran Donnelly, 
who has served our community with 
grace, dignity, love and humility for the 
past 29 years. The contribution he has 
made to the authentic expression of the 
Mary Ward ethos and culture that exists 
so strongly throughout the school today 
is a testament to his influence and his 
vision. No words can adequately express 
our thanks. We rejoice that he moves into 
a new role as the College Archivist where 
Sr Helen Salter ibvm will hand over to him 
her beloved reigns of care. We thank  
Sr Helen also for her loving stewardship  
of our precious “memories”. 

Mrs Cheryl Hamilton

From the Principal

On Friday 16 September, fifteen 
Year 11 and 12 students along 

with Ms Crothers and Mrs Hansen, 
embarked on our Vietnam Immersion 
with Catholic Mission. The trip began 
in Hanoi where we were struck by the 
muggy heat, but also enthralled by the 
distinct, rich culture of Vietnam. Shocked 
by the chaotic roads and the sheer 
number of motorbikes crowding the 
streets, we were initially very hesitant 
to cross the roads! Whilst in Hanoi, we 
glimpsed the country’s ancient culture by 
visiting museums, temples and seeing 
a traditional water puppet show. One 
of the highlights of the trip was visiting 
the ‘descending dragons’ site, also 
known as Halong Bay. The overnight 
stay on a boat in the bay is something 
we will never forget. Surrounded by 
hundreds of limestone islands, we had 
the opportunity to canoe, swim, hike 
and explore ancient caves. None of us 
wanted to leave Halong Bay after our 
amazing two days, although we were 
excited to see what the rest of the trip 
had to offer. 

We flew to Ho Chi Minh City and visited 
Phu My Orphanage. We were all shocked 
at the severity of the children’s disabilities, 
however, we had the opportunity to sing to 
them which brought happiness and joy to 
all of us. Later, in Ho Chi Minh, we visited 
the Nguyen Dinh Chieu School for the 
blind. Once again, the students enjoyed 
our singing, and we had the pleasure of 
listening to one boy sing his own song 
called My Dreams, and hearing him thank 
his mum and teachers for the opportunity 
to attend school. We took turns at frying 
an egg and juicing an orange blindfolded, 
to understand the everyday hardships 
these children experience. That afternoon 
we had some down time and enjoyed 
exploring the hustle and bustle of the  
Ben Thanh markets. 

In Nha Trang we visited the Down 
Syndrome Centre where the children 
put on a performance to welcome us. In 
return, we sang to them and had a small 
dance party. A visit to a seminary helped 
us learn about the everyday life for the 
priests in-training. We sang to more than 
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Inaugural Mary Ward Justice Forum

Enrolment applications for Year 7 2020 (students in Year 3 2016)  
are now open and will close on Friday 3 February 2017. 

Offers will be made during Term 1, 2017. Applications received  
after Friday 3 February 2017 will be placed on a waiting list.

Loreto College only conducts interviews for students already accepted 
into the College and these will be held when students are in Year 6.

Enrolment at Loreto College
YEAR 7 2020 – NOW OPEN

For more information on your daughter’s prospective enrolment please contact  
the Enrolment Department on P: 3394 9999 or E: enrol@loreto.qld.edu.au

cont. from page 1

400 seminarians at their Mass. The next day we travelled to the 
Dong Dai Parish, the Bethania Community Children Project and 
The Immaculate Heart of Mary. During this part of the trip, we also 
visited the Cu Chi tunnels, the War Remnants Museum and the 
Reunification Palace. Lastly, we attended a Vietnamese Mass. 

The immersion was a once-in-a-lifetime experience. We all came 
home with a hugely expanded understanding of Vietnamese 
culture and history and an appreciation of the challenges of life 
in a developing country. We would like to extend our sincere 
thanks to Mrs Hamilton and Mr Donnelly for their guidance in our 
preparation, and to our teachers Mrs Hanson and Ms Crothers as 
well as our Catholic Mission Facilitators, Truc Nguyen and Patrick 
Fox, for providing us with this opportunity.  

 Charlotte Grigson & Rhiannon Cochran
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Sr Anne Kelly’s Golden Jubilee
Sr Anne Mary Teresa Kelly  
Celebrating 50 Years as a Loreto Sister, 1966 – 2016
In celebration of Sr Anne Kelly’s ibvm Golden Jubilee (1966-2016) we would like to 
acknowledge her contribution to many Loreto communities, nationally and internationally, 
with the following timeline of her achievements and milestones over the past 50 years. 

1979 – 1982
English Coordinator, 
Boarding House Mistress, 
Teacher 
Loreto Marryatville, SA

1980s

1983
Graduate Diploma of 
Religious Education 
University of South Australia

1983 – 1984
Retreat & Liturgy 
Coordinator, Teacher 
Loreto Kirribilli, NSW

1985 – 1991
Principal 
Loreto Coorparoo, QLD

1966 – 1969
IBVM Entry – Novitiate –  
First Profession –  
Temporary Profession

1960s

1970s

1971
Bachelor of Arts 
University of Melbourne

1971 – 1973
Sports Coordinator, 
Boarding House Mistress, 
Teacher 
Loreto Toorak, VIC

1974
Diploma of Education 
Monash University

1975
Final Profession

1977 – 1978
Year 11 Coordinator, 
Boarding House Mistress, 
Teacher 
Loreto Normanhurst, NSW

1991
Masters of Education 
University of Tasmania

1993 – 1999
Principal 
Loreto Kirribilli, NSW

1990s

2000s

2001 – 2003
Secondary School 
Coordinator 
Jesuit Refugee Service, 
Adjumani, Uganda

2003 – 2004
Executive Officer 
Loreto Education Board, 
Australia

2006 – 2007
Education Advisor 
Alola Foundation, Timor Leste

2010s

2010 – Present
IBVM Representative to the 
United Nations

2016
Golden Jubilee Celebrations 
at Loreto Coorparoo Council 
Dinner

1975

Loreto Chronicle – 3



Mary Ward honoured on path to sainthood

On a trip to Cuba late last year Pope Francis was 
presented with a letter from Mary Ward Associates 
requesting him to beatify and canonise the founder of 
the Loreto Sisters, Mary Ward.
A young child who was presented to the Pope during 
the visit asked the Holy Father to, “please beatify 
Mary Ward”. The Pope is reported to have responded 
by saying, “I want Mary Ward to be beatified and God 
wants Mary Ward to be beatified”.
This story provides great encouragement to re-ignite 
the Cause of Mary Ward. We feel that the door is 
open and that the time is now. We invite you to pray 
with us:

Steps towards recognition

 •  In 1909, Pope Pius X finally recognised Mary 
Ward as the founder of the Institute of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.

 •  In 1951, Pope Pius XII paid tribute to Mary Ward 
as “that incomparable woman, given to the 
Church by Catholic England in her darkest and 
bloodiest hour”.

 •  In 1984, Cardinal Ratzinger stated, “With 
courage and decisiveness she opened the way 
in her own time for women to work in a new 
way in the Church. It may be said, perhaps, that 
precisely now Mary Ward’s hour has come”.

 •  In 2009, Pope Benedict declared Mary Ward 
‘Venerable’.

Today, members of Mary Ward’s Congregations, the 
Congregation of Jesus and Institute of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, co-workers and thousands of students 
and friends are found in 45 countries across the 
world.Prayer for Mary Ward’s Beatification

God, Creator of all that is good, 
we thank you for giving Mary Ward 

to the Church and to the world. 
Impelled by the fire of your love 

she did not shrink from risks, 
labours or sufferings.

She lived and worked 
for your greater glory, 

for the good of the Church, 
for the nurture of faith, 

and for the dignity of women.

She was a pilgrim, 
who spread the joy of the Gospel, 

a woman for our times.

Grant that through the solemn testimony 
of the Church the example of her life may 

be a light for all who seek God’s will.

Amen

Sunday 30 July, 10am
Principal’s Address at 10:30am

OPEN DAY
Loreto College
Coorparoo

415 Cavendish Rd, Coorparoo

Now accepting enrolments for Year 7 2020

www.loreto.qld.edu.au 07 3394 9999 enrol@loreto.qld.edu.au
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Family Occasions
Father’s Day Breakfast
Fathers and daughters enjoy  
the annual Father’s Day Breakfast

Year 12 Mother & Daughter Breakfast
Mothers gathered with their Year 12  
daughters at Hillstone, St Lucia
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The Loreto Sports Dinner was an astounding success, raising 
over $12,000 for the Loreto Sport Support Group. This year’s 
Master of Ceremonies was Yvonne Sampson, Channel 9 Sports 
journalist and the first female host of the State of Origin. The 
evening featured a panel of elite Australian sportswomen; 
including triple Olympic swimming gold medallist, Jodie Notting 
(Henry), Australian Cricketer, Holly Ferling and Australian touch 
football representative and Indigenous All-Stars co-captain, 
Marikki Watego. This panel of inspirational Australian female 
athletes spoke about their rise to the top of their respective  
sports and their passion to raise awareness of the importance  
of girls in sport.

Loreto sports coaches, (L-R) Samantha Firrell, Emmeline Ball, 
Isabelle Mowen, Emily Smallhorn and Olivia Mastry made the 
most of the Olympic theme. 

Parents, staff and friends enjoying 
good company at the Sports Dinner.

Triple Olympic swimming gold medallist, Jodie Notting 
(Henry) shared her Olympic stories and medals with 
Meg Crawford, Eliza Fitzgerald, Charlotte Greer, 
Georgia Ganim and Lily Rae. 

Loreto Swim Captain and prospective 
sports journalist, Gabrielle Beiers, 
received career advice from Channel 
9’s Yvonne Sampson.

Loreto Sports Dinner panellists: swimming sensation, Jodie Notting (Henry), 
Australian cricketer, Holly Ferling and Australian touch footballer, Marikki Watego, 
with MC and Channel 9 sports journalist, Yvonne Sampson. 

A winning night for the Loreto Sports Dinner
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Live & Wired Music Festival

Loreto Art Show

The 7th Annual Live & Wired Festival was more successful than 
ever with fun children’s activities, good food and wine and, above 
all, fantastic music!

Creativity on display at the annual Art Show.
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Year 12 Formal

Year 6 Orientation Day

Glamour and elegance at the Year 12 Formal in June.

Year 6 students enjoyed a taste of life at Loreto  
at their Orientation Day in October.
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Pink Day
Pink hair, pink tutus, pink ribbons, pink food – Loreto was 
a sea of pink on our annual Pink Day which raises funds 
to support research into women’s cancers.
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at Loreto 
We are all familiar with the current focus on STEM education; 

enhancing students’ skills in Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics. Educators more recently added an 
‘A’ for Art, to incorporate more creative, design oriented thinking, 
creating STEAM. In August this year, Loreto College took this a 
step further and launched our own development… STREAM.

Adding an ‘R’ for research encourages students to search 
widely for ideas and inspiration, ultimately creating a better 
solution to their design challenge. Year 8 students were 
involved in an intensive two day STREAM workshop where they 
were challenged with the task of creating a ‘Green Bridge’ to 
accommodate foot traffic and light vehicles, which would span the 
Brisbane River from Bulimba to Teneriffe.

Loreto Director of Professional Learning and Cognitive Education, 
Ms Tania Gallen, said these STREAM Days were unique 
to the College and were designed to deepen the students’ 
understanding of collaborative learning in a practical manner. 
The workshop concentrated on group dynamics, modelling, 
problem solving and collaboration skills with the integration of 
curriculum and real world application. The challenge required the 
Year 8 students to take on specific STREAM roles of construction 
manager, project manager, quantity surveyor, design artist, 
researcher and spokesperson. 

Students were briefed in these professional roles by industry 
experts, including Civil Engineer and Teacher, Mrs Nadia Conradi, 
and the University of Queensland Women in Engineering 
students. Ms Gallen said, “The objective of this challenge was 
to have the students focus on creative problem solving, visible 
thinking, teamwork and communicating with each other. The 
STREAM challenge encouraged girls to actively explore their 
interests and prospective careers in the areas of STEM.” 

On the second day, students completed and tested their bridge 
designs and presented them to their Year 8 peers and the judging 
panel, before the final evaluation by Golding Project Manager, 
Michael Friebel. Mr Friebel commented on the variety and 
creativity of the designs; reinforcing the value of the introduction 
of the research stage which drove student thinking in  
new directions.

Ms Gallen said, “These exercises were not only challenging for 
students but also for us, as educators. It was a great opportunity 
for our teachers to examine student thinking. Loreto has adopted 
a protocol (Looking for Learning) that encourages our teachers  
to deepen their understanding of the learning process. We  
have used this protocol so that teachers become students of  
our students.”

STREAM
Science Technology Research Engineering Art Mathematics

Creative problem solving skills and collaboration ensured the ‘Green Bridges’  
met the brief of the STREAM challenge. 

Students took on specific roles 
of construction manager, project 
manager, quantity surveyor, design 
artist, researcher and spokesperson.

‘Green Bridges’ were critiqued 
and evaluated by industry 
experts; Golding Project 
Manager, Mr Michael Friebel, 
and Civil Engineer and Teacher, 
Mrs Nadia Conradi.

10 – Loreto Chronicle



Year 8 students were briefed as professionals by industry experts, including Civil Engineer and Teacher, Mrs Nadia Conradi.

The planning, design and construction stages of the challenge.

Student ‘Green Bridges’ were presented to peers and an industry judging panel for final evaluation.

Student bridge designs were tested to see which construction  
would hold the most weight with one bearing 27kg!
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Loreto Stars of 2016
Sofia Gray (Year 8) won the Junior Final in 
the ESU Public Speaking Competition with 
a well-prepared and excellently delivered 
speech and a well-structured impromptu.

Matilda Ingram (Year 12) and Mia Wong 
(Year 10) received the 2016 Long Tan 
Awards for Youth Leadership and Teamwork 
from the Australian Defence Force. Matilda 
also received a cheque for $500 and Mia a 
cheque for $250. 

Emily Quinn (Year 11) was selected into a 
two-week medical internship in Nepal with 
“Projects Abroad”. Emily will participate 
during the December holidays. 

Aislind Bell (Year 12), 
College Co-Captain, 
was invited to speak at 
the QATSIF graduation 
about her educational 
journey and her sources of inspiration. 
Aislind was also invited to be interviewed by 
Kellie Higgins Devine alongside the QATSIF 
Board Chair Professor Cindy Shannon.

Natalie Gjokmarkovic (Year 9) 
participated in the Language Perfect World 
Championships and was the school winner 
and first ever Elite Award earner.

Madison Cooley (Year 10) was selected to 
represent Loreto on the 2016 Lord Mayor’s 
Youth Advisory Council. 

Larisa Rany (Year 10) and Anna Mullins 
(Year 10) were selected for participation in 
the 2016 Student Environment Leadership 
Network as part of the Queensland 
Government’s Green Heart Schools 
program. 

The Loreto College Tournament of Minds 
team of Jessica Pearson (Year 8), Hannah 
Page (Year 8), Sofia Gray (Year 7), Anna 
Linson (Year 7), Lauren Bartholomew 
(Year7), Eliza Barry (Year 7) and Lily Boyle 
(Year 7), won the South Brisbane Regional 
Finals, Language Literature Secondary 
Division. 

Christina Stephanos (Year 12) was 
selected for the QUT High School Scientific 
Research Internship over the Easter  
holiday break.

Lauren Michael (Year 12) won the 
Lions Youth of the Year Public Speaking 
Competition representing the Griffith 
University Lions Club. 

Congratulations to Loreto’s Irish dancers.  
In the State Irish Dancing Championships,  
Ella van Dyck (Year 11) was awarded  
1st place in the 15yrs Solo Championship, 
Elizabeth Meimaris (Year 12) 4th place  
in the 16yrs Solo Championships,  
Madeline Fitzgerald (Year 10) 5th place 
in the 14yrs Solo Championships, and 
Tara Wilkinson (Year 7) 6th place in the 
12yrs Solo Championships. Madeline and 
Elizabeth went on to compete in the  
World Irish Dancing Championships in 
Glasgow, Scotland.

The following Year 7 and 8 students 
participated in the Maths Team Challenge, 
Sofia Lindsay, Sofia Gray, Annabelle Allan, 
Jessica Pearson, Anna Linson, Libby Nunan 
and Lily Boyle. The girls worked very well as 
a team making Loreto the second best girls’ 
school in the Brisbane Central District. 

Megan Cooper (Year 10) was selected to 
the Equestrian Eventing Queensland Young 
Riders Squad. Megan and her horse ‘Bam 
Bam’ join the squad this year with Megan 
being the youngest rider of six.

Congratulations to Arabeth Ireland (Year 
10), Saoirsa Ireland (Year 7) and Ella 
Lidstone (Year 7) on their selection to the 
Queensland Synchronized Ice-Skating team. 

Anyela Rogan (Year 8) competed at the 
Queensland Gymnastics Championships 
and won 1st Place for Level 6. Anyela is 
the State Champion for Trampolining and, 
with her partner, came 2nd for Level 6 in 
Synchronised Trampoline and also finished 
4th for Level 6 Double Mini Trampoline. 

Tiaan Smith (Year 11) competed in the 
U17 division of the Australian Junior Beach 
Volleyball Championships in Adelaide. With 
her partner Indiana Hawkins, Tiaan won Gold 
in the National Championships. They had 
previously won the Queensland State Beach 
Volleyball finals, ranking them Number 1 in 
Australia for their age. 

Congratulations to the three Year 9 teams 
who competed in the Brisbane 30km 
Kokoda Challenge in September, three 
months later than expected! 81 school 
teams participated in this event. Loreto One 

Brigitte Mastry

Winning Tournament of Minds team
Buy Smart Competition winners  

with local State MP Joe Kelly

Ella van Dyck

Brigitte Mastry (Year 12) was a member of 
the second intake of QUT Future Leaders 
and had the opportunity to participate in up 
to 11 official Future Leaders events providing 
a mix of leadership and life skills, and 
assisting her make many lasting connections 
with her peers from other schools and within 
the QUT community. Madeline Jones (Year 
11) is currently participating in the program 
and Mia Wong (Year 10) has recently been 
accepted into the program for 2017-2018.

Each year, the Year 9 Business students 
compete in the Buy Smart Competition 
run by the Queensland Department of 
Fair Trading. The students are required to 
present a creative project to inform a target 
audience about a consumer issue, learning 
about consumer rights, how to avoid scams 
and become financially literate. Over 5000 
students competed from across the State. 

Congratulations to Chloe Craig, Bridgette 
Dabinett and Caitlin Herbert who won 
1st place in the Years 7 - 9 Division of 
the Competition and received a cash 
prize of $500 and $1,500 for the School. 
Congratulations also to Claire St Ledger, 
Tara Nanayakkara and Bethany Morris 
whose project was Highly Commended.
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Team members Matiesse Maher, Ashley 
McDougall, Jessica Riley and Madeleine 
Sakellariou placed 25th; Loreto Buffalo team 
members Piper McLeod, Izabella Nguyen 
and Olivia Spillane placed 41st and Loreto 
Three team members Bridget Dixon and 
Pascale Healy placed 33rd. The students’ 
dedication and commitment to this event  
was outstanding. 

Congratulations to all Loreto Music 
students and staff on their many wonderful 
performances at the Qld Catholic Colleges’ 
Music Festival. Overall, Loreto Ensembles 
received 1 Bronze, 3 Silver and 15 Gold 
Awards which is an amazing achievement. 
In addition, a number of girls were given 
Awards of Excellence – prizes only given at 
the adjudicator’s discretion for individuals 
who contribute something extraordinary to  
an Ensemble’s performance.  

The following students were selected to 
participate in the prestigious State  
Honours Ensemble Program run by the 
Open Conservatorium.

Year 12: Izabella Cehajic (Cello), Holly 
Davey (Clarinet), Matilda Ingram (Voice), 
Anna King (Voice), Chelsea Kuhl 
(Trombone), April Lopez-Vaquero (Voice), 
Brigitte Mastry (Viola), Austen Whitewood 
(Clarinet)

Year 11: Leah Condoleon (Clarinet), 
Charlotte Coorey (Violin), Lydia Weir 
(Clarinet), Lillian Yee (Viola)

Year 10: Abi Cairns (Voice), Kathryn Carey 
(Voice), Abigail Clark (Bass Clarinet), 
Sylvana Diakogeorge (Voice), Abbey 
Guilfoyle (Voice), Kristelle Jaimes (Violin), 
Miriam Kwong (Violin), Vicky Lopez-Vaquero 
(Voice), Sophia Morris (Voice)

Year 9: Eva Zietsch (Viola). 

Maddison Ryan (Year 11) was selected to 
play for Queensland at the Australian Indoor 
Netball Championships. Maddison was 
also invited to attend Netball Queensland’s 
Emerging Stars Camp for the top U17 
players in QLD. She was named in the East 
Brisbane Tiger’s U19 team to compete in the 
2017 QLD U19 State Netball League.  

Madison Cooley (Year 10) was also invited 
to attend the Netball Queensland’s Emerging 
Stars Camp for the top U17 players in QLD.    

Angeliki Samios (Year 9) and Kate Blew 
(Year 8) were selected for the Queensland 
Under 16 Water Polo team competition.

Bridget Dixon’s (Year 9) team was awarded 
3rd Place in Cheerleading at the Allstars 
Games held in Las Vegas.  

Indya Hawley (Year 9) toured in Los Angeles 
and Vancouver as part of the Wanderers 
Australia Hockey team.

Sporting Success
CaSSSA Premiership Teams 2016 
Open A Basketball 
Intermediate E2 Netball 
Junior D1 Netball 
Junior F Netball 
Senior B Tennis 
Senior C Tennis 
Intermediate C1 Tennis   
Junior A2 Tennis  
Intermediate A Touch Football   
Intermediate B Touch Football 
Intermediate D Touch Football 
Open C Volleyball 
Intermediate D  Volleyball 
Junior E1 Volleyball 
CaSSSA Cross Country Team – 
PERCENTAGE TROPHY 

BWPI Water Polo Premiership Teams 2016 
U16 Division C Black

Lytton District School Sport 
Representatives 2016 
Lindsay Baker – Cross Country,  
Tennis, Track & Field 
Lily Oberhardt – Cross Country  
Helena Ruddy – Cross Country 
Lola Boylan – Hockey 
Hayley Rowan – Hockey, Track & Field 
Isabella Van-Eyk – Netball 
Libby Nunan – Track & Field 
Ruby Bates – Touch Football

Composite District School  
Sport Representatives 2016 
Helena Beiers – Athletics, Swimming 
Chelsea Wood – Athletics 
Hannah Sas – Cross Country 
Helica Campbell – Cross Country  
Isobel Hermiston – Cross Country 
Philippa Leask – Cross Country 
Zoe McNamee – Cross Country  
Tamara Seeto – Cross Country  
Ciera Stafford – Cross Country 
Stephanie White – Cross Country  
Hayley Aitchison – Swimming 
Meg Griffin – Swimming 
Phoebe Danieli – Swimming 
Poppy Day – Swimming 
Miranda Dinnen – Swimming 
Gabrielle Edge – Swimming 
Georgia Walklate – Swimming 
Sophie Freedman – Volleyball

Metropolitan East School  
Sport Representatives 2016 
Katerina Samios – Basketball 
Helena Beiers – Cross Country  
Audrey McCosker – Football  
Elke Becks – Swimming  
Bella Danieli – Swimming  
Taylor Chinn – Triathlon  
Maddison Chinn – Triathlon

Qld School Sport Representatives 2016 
Madison Cooley – U15 Netball 
Mikaela DiSavia – Football   
Jessica Galpin – Basketball 
Evie Henderson – Cricket 
Hannah Sas – AFL

Big Band at QCMF

Junior Choir performing in St James’ Church

Congratulations to Violet Chan (Year 12) 
and Grace King (Year 10) for receiving 
these Awards for their part in the Big Band 
performance, and to Kristelle Jaimes 
(Year 10) who was recognised for her solo 
with the Symphony Orchestra. Special 
congratulations also to Sorelle – to quote 
the adjudicator “The whole group was so 
exceptional that it wouldn’t be fair to pick out 
one individual for an Award of Excellence!”
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Odds & Ends 

My Bed is a Rock, but I am Grateful 

Zena Carusi-Lees 
(1976) received the 
Teachers Health Fund 
Showcase Award for 
Teacher of the Year. The 
Awards are presented 
annually to Queensland 
state schools with 
excellent practices that 
significantly improve 
outcomes for students. 
State award winners 
were announced at a Gala Dinner in October 
2016. Zena was awarded a total development 
grant of $23,500 to use to further develop her 
professional capacity. Her daughter Dominica 
Graham (Hugall 1997) flew from Melbourne to 
share this achievement with her mother.

Lisa Petersen (2008) is a dietician and often 
comes to Loreto to speak with students. She 
and colleague Desi Carlos have formed the Two 
Greek Girls partnership. Their latest publication 
is Mediterranean Eating – Cook Eat Live - http://
twogreekgirls.com/cook-book/

Murphy Allendorf (2011) will soon be making 
her debut as a Hockeyroo! Well done Murphy! 
http://hockey.org.au/News/hockeyroos-team-trans-
tasman-series-international-festival-of-hockey

reflections on a Mary Ward International volunteer experience

That is the first line I wrote in my ‘volunteer diary’ during my 
travels in India.

When I got in touch with Mary Ward International I was a few 
years out of Art College, feeling like I was ready to rekindle 

a side of myself that had been left at school some eight years 
ago. I had always dreamed of a ‘volunteer experience’, spending 
my days singing and laughing with children, teaching English and 
telling stories of kangaroos. But my expectations of a volunteer 
placement were transformed. The hours spent around dinner 
tables in convents scattered around the Darjeeling district were 
about sharing life stories with inspirational women. Through these 
nuns, I met local children and women who in turn laughed and 
sang with me and indulged me as I told stories of Australia.  I 
visited the heritage listed boarding school in Darjeeling town, 
the tiny mountain villages of Sadam and Lolay, and spent the 
most significant parts of my trip with the sisters and students 
of Panighatta and the sisters and women of the Social Centre 
in Siliguri. In each place I met women leading lives of service, 
who were embraced by their communities in the most significant 
and humbling way.  The Loreto sisters exposed me to a life 
lived fearlessly, approached with faith and a strong belief that 
everything happens for a reason. Before my trip to India I never 
felt comfortable identifying as a religious person. I still grapple 
with this concept but my spirituality and faith have become 
defining factors of my identity and ones that I recognise with  
pride and authenticity.  

The last lines I wrote in my volunteer diary, the draft of a letter to 
the sisters of Siliguri, sums up my experience:

 Dear Sisters
  I have to thank you from the bottom of my heart for bringing 

to life the words that were taught to me in high school:
 Freedom - to be myself and allow others the same.  
  Justice - to be kind, respectful and of service to the people 

who surround you.  
 Sincerity - to communicate openly and with integrity.  
 Verity - to live through actions of truth.  
 Felicity - to laugh at all times! 
  And Challenge - to do what challenges me and that which 

others might fear. 
Kate Nash (2007)

Karlie Price 
(Anderson 1992) swam 
the English Channel 
in 12 hours 5 minutes 
in August. Karlie is the 
daughter of Geraldine 
Anderson (Condon 
1966), sister of Julie 
Marchant (1989), 
Mel Parker (1990) 
and Jenny McGarry 
(1994), and aunt of 
Amelia Grob (Year 8). 
Karlie’s husband, Ben Price (Villanova 1991, 
brother of Danielle Grob 1989) made the 
Channel crossing as part of a six person relay 
team which included Rachel Gagen (McKewen 
1992).

Kiara Thompson 
(2010) is now a 
medical scientist 
at Rockhampton 
QML Pathology 
and a lecturer at 
CQ University. 
Her passion for 
medical science 
was recognised with 
her nomination and 

selection as a finalist in the Australian Institute 
of Medical Scientists (AIMS) Medical Science 
Awards for Queensland’s Young Scientist 
of the Year category in July. Kiara has been 
recognised in her field having already been 
published in a UK journal earlier in the year. Her 
research into antioxidants and their ability to 
reduce the risk of cardiovascular disease was 
one of the reasons for her nomination for the 
AIMS Award.

Kristina Lecatsas, Jemma Stubbs and Lucy 
Nash (all from the Class of 2014) are travelling 
to Cambodia on 2 December for two weeks to 
the town of Banambang as part of an Australian 
Catholic University project. They will be 
working in the school teaching English and also 
assisting in education on important hygiene 
practices. Cambodia has an incredibly high 
drop out rate in primary school of 80%. The 
schools in which the FutureSense Organisation 
(the charity that works in conjunction with ACU) 
has worked have almost completely eradicated 
dropping out (1% drop out rate). Kristina will 
be leading the trip. The link to their fundraising 
page is https://chuffed.org/fundraiser/
Cambodiadecember2016 and they would love 
lots of support from the Loreto community for 
this important work.
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A Taste of Spring
The Loreto Past Pupils’ Association celebrated their annual 
Spring Luncheon at the Brisbane Convention and Exhibition 
Centre in September. This year, our guest speaker was  
Nikki Robinson (1987), National Practice Group Leader of the  
Clayton Utz Real Estate Team.

Nikki fascinated and inspired her audience as she shared her 
career highlights and reflected on the constant challenge for 
women of succeeding in the work force, despite encountering 
personal criticism along the way, and in combination with raising 
a family. 

Nikki is a champion for women within the legal profession and 
supports a number of not-for-profit organisations through the 
Clayton Utz Pro Bono Practice and the parish of St Canice, 
Sydney. She is committed to several projects in Timor Leste, 
including the development of a high school in the village of 
Railaco, as well as funding an infant feeding program and a 
mobile medical clinic for the population in and around Railaco.

Nikki was quick to credit her Catholic Loreto upbringing and 
strong family support for providing her with the courage, belief 
and skill set to pursue her dreams. The audience resonated 
with Nikki’s warmth, vulnerability, charity work and love for her 
family; she nominated her mother, Helen Robinson, as the most 
influential and inspirational woman in her life.

As an advocate for Catholic education, Nikki asserted that 
education is the greatest gift you could ever give. “Receiving 
a quality education is an advantage in life and the Mary Ward 
virtues I was taught in high school are still prevalent in my life, 
in my work and in my daughters’ lives. I work hard and am 
committed to developing and supporting confident, caring people. 
I am grateful for the Loreto education afforded to me by my 
parents and am proud to have been able to affirm my daughters 
with a Loreto Kirribilli education.”

All proceeds from the Spring Luncheon were donated to the 
Loreto College Scholarship Fund and Mary Ward International, 
making a difference to the lives of young women.

Ms Emma Beach

Aurora  Guitar Ensemble
After 10 years together, the Aurora Guitar Ensemble, 
directed by Dr Paul Svoboda has established itself as one of 
Australia’s leading chamber groups, having performed at the 
Adelaide International Guitar Festival, QPAC Concert Hall and 
Qld Powerhouse amongst other venues. Membership is by 
invitation only, and many of the players are former Loreto girls. 
The Ensemble has just released its second CD entitled Sunday 
Sessions. The girls involved are Heather Kirkup, Madelyn 
Loadsman, Elizabeth George, Kate Nash (2007); Amy Meiklejohn 
(2008); Shari O’Brien, Gabrielle Di Mauro (2009); Libby Myers, 
Marlee Van der Zant, Fiona Maher (2010); Hayman Lui, Annie 
Macindoe, Catherine Greaves (2011); Elizabeth Davey (2012); 
and Vania So, Abbey Martin (2014). The newest member to this 
Ensemble is a current Year 12 guitarist, Taylor Whitewood, who 
will officially join in 2017.

Aurora has become a true inspiration to countless young guitarists through 
their depth of musicianship, technical precision, expression and attention to 
detail. Many famous guitar professionals have said that Aurora is “simply the 
most outstanding Guitar Ensemble in Australia.” They sold over 1,000 copies of 
their first CD and have just launched their second CD at their 10th anniversary 
concert. For more information, go to auroraguitarensemble.com

The Loreto Class of 2015 
enjoyed their first Spring 
Luncheon as the youngest 
past pupils.

Guest speaker and Loreto 
past pupil, Nikki Robinson 
(centre) with family 
members, Lilli Robinson, 
Helen and Bruce Robinson, 
Jenni Boxall and Samantha 
Robinson.

Spring Luncheon MC, Catherine Michael, 
interviewed former Loreto classmate and guest 
speaker, Nikki Robinson.

Loreto mother and daughter, 
Louisa and Julia Gough.

Former Loreto Principal, 
Sr Anne Kelly (second 
from right) with past 
pupils, Christine Rynne, 
Simone O’Shae, Jo Young, 
Dominique Keliher, Helen 
Kubler and Christine 
Schramm.
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To purhcase, visit www.loreto.qld.edu.au
Make a Payment > Other Payment 12$

Tea-towels

20$ 00
INC GST

Christmas
The perfect gift for

Past Pupils’ Bookclub

DATE CLAIMER

Author Lesley Williams enthralled her audience  
at the Term 3 Book Club gathering.

Liane Moriarty’s ‘Truly, 
Madly, Guilty’ and Helen 
Garner’s ‘Everywhere 
I Look’ provided much 
food for thought and 

discussion at the Term 4 
Book Club.

With around sixty past pupils involved in our first year of the 
Loreto Past Pupils’ Book Club, and the fabulous support and 
facilitation of Jennifer Stephens (1988), Avid Reader’s resident 
Book Clubs Coordinator, we continue to thrive.

We welcomed Lesley Williams in September, author (with 
daughter Tammy Williams) of Not Just Black and White. This 
mother and daughter duo inspired many Book Club members to 
bring their own Mum’s along to our gathering to hear the amazing 
story behind this award winning title. 

At our final Book Club of the year, we made our selections for the 
beginning of 2017. With Jen providing her valuable insights, we 
look forward to some juicy discussions. 

With our beloved Mary Ward virtues of Felicity, Sincerity, 
Freedom, Justice and Verity featuring prominently in our book 
chats, it has been a pleasure to get to know so many fabulous 
Loreto Women of all ages this year. Despite our busy lives, Book 
Club provides a treasured outlet, allowing us all to take a little 
time out to enrich our own reading, catch up with old friends, and 
make plenty of new ones. 

I must thank all of our current staff, past staff, and IBVM who 
have embraced our group so warmly. In particular, we thank Ms 
Helen Carty, for giving so generously of her time. We welcome all 
past pupils and past parents of the College to join us each term. 
Stay up to date on our latest book selections and meeting dates 
on the website.  
http://www.loreto.qld.edu.au/community/past-pupils/bookclub/

Terry Hamilton

AGM 
Wednesday 22 February 

6.15pm 
Cruci Boardroom

Term 1 Book Club 
Monday 27 February 
6.45pm for 7.00pm 

Loreto College Library

Spring Luncheon  
Sunday 10 September

Loreto Past Pupils’ 
Association
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Senior Past Pupils’ Reunion
Seniors 50+ Years Reunion (1966+)
Each year it is a delight to welcome back our Senior Past Pupils 
to the College to join us for Semester 2 Mass and High Tea. Our 
Year 8s welcomed over 60 ladies who had attended Loreto 50 
years or more ago, with plenty of burning questions about their 
school days. 

Attending Mass in this year of Felicity carried special significance 
for our guests as they celebrated the life of cherished friends. 
We were all treated to a display of school uniforms past, with 
memorabilia of past gloves, scarves and hat along with much 
sharing of Jubilee ‘Odes’ bestowed upon students after seven 
years at the College. 

With a great measure of joy and cheekiness, the Loreto spirit 
filled the room. This event is truly a favourite in the annual 
calendar for so many of us; we are overwhelmed by heartfelt 
thank-you notes following the event. 

In 2017, we welcome all Loreto Past Pupils who graduated 
in 1967 or prior, to join us for Mass and a beautiful High Tea 
celebration on Thursday 27 July from 10am. Contact: Terry 
Hamilton hamiltont@loreto.qld.edu.au or 07 3394 9957.

Terry Hamilton

Loreto Chronicle – 17



Loreto Reunions
It has been an exciting year for Loreto Past Pupils with 1, 5, 10, 20, 30, 40, 50 
and 50+ year reunion events organized. We would love to hear from members of 
the classes of 1967, 1977, 1987, 1997, 2007 and 2012 who are keen to organise 
2017 Milestone Reunions. Community Relations & Development Manager,  
Ms Terry Hamilton, would be delighted to support you with contact details and tips  
on how to organise your reunion. Please contact Terry on 3394 9999 or 
hamiltont@loreto.qld.edu.au. 

We would like to thank all past pupils who have supported the Association and 
the College this year. We invite you to send in pictures and stories that we can 
use within our Archives which we are keen to have as complete as possible as 
planning begins for the College’s 90th birthday celebrations in 2018. 

A number of us - many with partners -  gathered 
together on Friday night for drinks at East Brisbane 
overlooking the river. We sipped champagne and 
revisited 1966. About 20 people attended, and then 
moved upriver to Bar Alto at the Powerhouse for 
dinner. On Saturday, we enjoyed a relaxing lunch 
on the Kookaburra Queen. A few had flown up 
from Sydney especially for the event. 

Carmel McMahon

Class of 1966 50 Year Reunion 

Much to our surprise, the 40 mark for the Class of 
76 crept up on us this year. We had three events 
to give us a chance to catch up with classmates: 
an afternoon tea in April, our main event in June 
- canapes and dinner at London Fields Gastropub - 
and finally, a table at the Spring Luncheon.

Friendships were renewed and stories were told 
about our time at Loreto and the years since we 
were there. Many people travelled to Brisbane 
for the June reunion and made a weekend of it, 
catching up with school friends and family. It was 
wonderful to see so many of our boarders together 
again! We hope to organise some more events 
before our 50 year reunion!  

Kathryn Ash

Class of 1976 40 Year Reunion

Bar Pacino hosted the Class of 1986 for their 30 
year reunion overlooking the Story Bridge and 
Customs House. 36 Loreto girls came from all over 
Australia and there was only one boy present –  
6 week old baby Miles, Michele Gonsal’s little 
darling boy. It was fantastic to see so many faces 
– NO ONE has really changed – and to hear 
everyone’s journeys and share fond memories 
of time at Loreto Coorparoo. There was a lot of 
joy in the room – which turned into laughter and 
dancing…thanks to some solid gold 80s tracks.

Catherine Michael

On Saturday 6 August, 42 women from the class of 
1996 held their 20 year reunion at the Story Bridge 
Hotel. It was truly a lovely night with “old” friends 
sharing memories and our journeys since Loreto.  
With a Facebook page called “Loreto Coorparoo 
1996” there was much reminiscing prior to the night, 
including with the many classmates in all corners of 
the world and Australia unable to be there. It was 
particularly inspiring to hear everyone’s success 
stories in all forms from their own businesses, 
corporate life, travel and adventure, families and 
making it through difficult life stages.

Libby Lyons

Class of 1986 30 Year Reunion
Class of 1996 20 Year Reunion 
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The 2006 cohort held a 10 year reunion at 
California Native on 3 September 2016. It was a 
beautiful afternoon, across the road from our alma 
mater, with a big turnout. We had a great time 
catching up and reminiscing. We even enjoyed 
splitting into our House groups to compete in  
some Loreto trivia for old time’s sake!

Emily McCarthy

Class of 2006 10 Year Reunion

In September 2016, the class of 2011 found 
themselves ‘together as one’ once more, to 
celebrate our 5 Year Reunion. Still very much the 
same cohort of outgoing and adventurous girls, we 
united in celebration to reflect on our achievements 
and experiences. We felt the absence of girls 
travelling both in Australia and abroad, however, 
we know they are having a fabulous time and 
doing some truly amazing things. 

It was a great night of laughs, canapés and 
conversation and I don’t doubt Loreto would be 
proud of the women we have become and the 
many things we have accomplished. As Mary Ward 
said, “Women in time will come to do much” and 
the class of 2011 is no exception. 

Emily Poncini

Class of 2011 5 Year Reunion

Each year our most recent Past 
Pupils come back to the College 
during August, and with a frenzy of 
squeals and hugs, they fill the Tasting 
Garden with stories and smiles. We 
adore welcoming back the girls in 
their first year out, and our teaching 
staff especially look forward to 
catching up on the huge changes 
they are all adjusting to in this new 
chapter of their lives. With short 
speeches, plenty of cupcakes, and a 
welcoming embrace from Loreto Past 
Pupils’ Association representatives, 
we encourage the girls to become 
involved in our community of Loreto 
Women.  To quote our good friend 
Mary Clarke (Dooley 1969). “You can 
take the girl out of Loreto, but you 
can’t take Loreto out of the girl!”

Terry Hamilton

Class of 2015  
1 Year Reunion
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BIRTHS

ENGAGEMENTS
Heather Kirkup (2007) and 

Thomas Boulton 

To Clare (Hempel) 
(2007) and 
Justin Coucill, a 
daughter, Scottie 
Louise, born 5 
June 2016.

Scottie Coucill

To Skye (Bakker) 
(2001) and Adam 
Turner, a son 
Levi Thomas, 
born 13 February 
2016, brother 
to Aiden Ross 
Paul, born 11 
September 2012.Levi & Aiden Turner

Isaac Swaby

To Alison (Herft) 
(1999) and 
Darryn Swaby, a 
son Isaac Ryan, 
born 31 October 
2016, brother to 
Georgia.

Chloe Ligouras

To Sophie 
(Koutsoukos) 
(1995) and Ari 
Ligouras, a 
daughter, Chloe 
Nicolette, born 
July 5 2016.

MARRIAGES
Christina Cassidy (2008) and Alexander Pollicina married on 24 September 2016
Kathryn Gooley (2008) and Lachlan Young married on 2 October 2016
Stephanie Robinson (2008) and Theo Testa married on 15 October 2016
Anna Rallos (2006) and Patrick McGrath married on 9 April 2016 
Holly Dembowski (2007) and Samuel Whiting married on 1 September 2016

Stephanie Robinson (2008) and Theo Testa

(L-R) Cassandra Robinson 
(2010), Stephanie Testa 
(Robinson), Courtney Rawson, 
Bryanna Miller (2008).

Kathryn Young (Gooley) (2008). 

Holly Dembowski (2007) 
married Samuel Whiting at St 
Patrick’s Catholic Church in 
Yungaburra, North Queensland.

Anna McGrath (Rallos) with classmates 
from 2006 - (L-R) Kate Harris, Crystal 
Fell (Kelly), Caitlin Barker, Megan 
Steele (Orgill), Jennifer Thompson, 
Jacinta Marshall (Lam), Ruth Collin.

Anna Rallos (2006) married 
Patrick McGrath in the Hunter 
Valley. Patrick was a Sydney 
Marist boy from St Joseph’s 
College, Hunter’s Hill, and 
remembers dancing lessons 
with Loreto Normanhurst and 
Kirribilli. The Loreto - Marist 
ties run strong in every state! 

Christina Cassidy (2008) married 
Alexander Pollicina (St Laurence’s 

2008) at St Brigid’s Church, Red 
Hill, followed by a reception at The 
Greek Club. Their honeymoon was 
spent travelling throughout Europe. 

Christina and Alex went to each 
other’s Formals in Year 12. 

Patrick Vincent McErlean, father of  
Marylu Lloyd (1983), Katie Zantiotis (1987) 
and Annabel McErlean (1988) passed away 
11 March 2016.

John Carroll, father of Beth Carroll (2012) 
passed away 12 July 2016.

Rhonda Osborne (nee Syme) (1984) 
passed away 16 July 2016.

Ian Miller, husband of Lisa Miller (past staff) 
and father of Keeley Miller (2014) passed 
away 27 July 2016.

DEATHS
Helen Poidevin (1948).

Jane Tully, sister of Bronwyn McNamara 
(1972) and Elizabeth King (1973) passed 
away 20 June 2016.

Pat Dillon, husband of Denise (McAuliffe) 
(1945), and father of Eileen McMurdo 
(1970), Mary Kershaw (1971),  
Kate McKeering (1974) and Claire Rodgers 
(1977).
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