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You are very welcome.  You are one student among over 800 girls and 
you are very important.  My hope is that you will learn a sense of service 
and responsibility and an understanding of the differences that a living 
faith can offer. 
 
At Loreto College Coorparoo you are entering a school whose history 
reaches far beyond Brisbane.  It reaches over 400 years back to the life 
of Mary Ward who was born in York in England in 1585.  During your 
time at Loreto, you will hear much about the life of Mary Ward and 
what she was able to achieve because of her faith in God.  
 
Loreto is a Catholic School established in Brisbane by the Loreto Sisters in 1928 and we are very proud of our past 
pupils. 
 
As you commence Secondary School there are obvious instructions given to you such as work hard, study well, have 
an aim, develop your skills, increase your confidence.  All these things are vitally important.  Your subjects have been 
designed to give you an interesting education and to give you the opportunity of developing your own strengths. 
 
However I would challenge you to have a deeper aim during this year.  This aim is to be the very best person you 
can be.  You come in to Year 7 from many different schools and this is a great challenge.  Make new friends and 
make sure that each person you meet is comfortable and safe in your presence.  You need to develop habits of 
reflection and generosity. 
 
In your work and life you need to continue to grow in freedom.  Freedom does not mean that you do what you like 
when you like.  Freedom means that you know why you act and that you take responsibility for your decisions.  Stay 
close to your family and carefully think about the values that have given you such strength in your life. 
 
I hope that your time at Loreto College Coorparoo will be one of great spiritual and personal growth, commitment 
and service.  All the very best. 
 
 

 

 
 

Cheryl Hamilton 
Principal 
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YOUNG ADULTS 
Now that you are at Secondary School you will be treated in a way that is quite new to you. 
 
You will be treated as a teenager - a young adult with ideas and ideals and responsibility for your actions and 
conduct. 
 
You will never be marched anywhere but you will be expected to be where you should be on time and prepared. 
 
You will be treated in a personal, friendly way.  You will be expected to be friendly and equally courteous in your 
conduct. 
 
Your school is organised to help you as an emerging adult, to behave in an adult way - and we are here to help you. 
 
Always remember, the more you take part in the school’s activities, the more you will enjoy school life and the 
more you will benefit from it. 
 
 
THIS IS HOW YOU WILL LEARN 
You will have greater freedom and self-responsibility than you have had before.  The subjects you take and the way 
in which they are taught are different. 
 
No longer will you spend your school day in the same room or with the same class.  Period by period you will move 
from room to room as you change from subject to subject. 
 
If you work hard and conscientiously you will enjoy your success by seeing your levels improve, month by month 
and subject by subject.  The responsibility for success or failure will be yours personally. 
 
As young adulthood is a time for striving, individuality and adventure we have no doubts that you will accept this 
new challenge with enthusiasm and excitement. 
 
Remember the school and your teachers are here to help you.  So help us to help you by becoming a valued 
member of the school community. 
 
 
IT’S NOT SUCH A BIG STEP 
Year 7 is the beginning of secondary shool.  For most Queensland students Year 7 means a new school, a new set of 
buildings, new teachers and classmates and many other changes.  At present entering Secondary School may seem 
a very big step but really it isn’t, just another step in your education - a process which goes on throughout your life. 
 
No doubt you’ve heard rumours about secondary school.  Friends, relatives and neighbours may have told you 
many stories.  You may now be finding it difficult to tell fact from fiction.  It’s not unusual for students to be 
concerned about the change to secondary school.  Some Year 8 students have made these comments after being at 
Loreto for a while … 
 
Making friends: 
I have made some good friends at secondary school. 
I enjoyed meeting the other new girls. 
I usually find someone I know in each of my classes. 
I joined extra-curricular activities and met lots of girls there. 
Other girls in my Homeroom class are friendly. 
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Work: 

It’s great doing new subjects and learning new skills. 
With different subjects you really have to be organised. 
I have to remember to bring the things I need for each subject each day. 
I do some homework every night so I can keep up and it helps me plan ahead. 
I love having my own laptop for research and communication. 
 
Settling in: 

We were given information and a map of the school. 
The uniform felt strange at first but now it feels pretty comfortable. 
My school had a special day the first day of school. 
The older girls at our school showed us around. 
 
Teachers and timetables: 
Our Homeroom class meets every morning and afternoon for notices and to mark the roll. 
I like having different lessons with different teachers. 
I was surprised at how quickly I got to know my timetable. 
Our Year Coordinator is there to help us. 
 
Older students: 
We met our “Big Sister” on the first day of school.  That was really great. 
The older girls seem to know lots about how to get along at school. 
There are groups that students from all Year levels can join. 
 
 

SUBJECTS YOU WILL STUDY 
In Year 7 and 8 you will continue to study subjects such as Maths and English.  You will also be introduced to some 
new subjects.  The following subject details are very brief.  You will find out more when you commence at Loreto. 
 
English 
Your English teacher will be very interested in how you communicate - what you say, how you say it, your ability to 
listen and how you express yourself in writing.  In class work you will study novels, drama, short stories and poetry, 
as well as television, radio, films and newspapers. 
 
Mathematics 
Through activities involving money, time, games and measurement, you will explore and develop the mathematical 
skills that you will need in everyday life, employment and further education. 
 
Science 
You will make many new and exciting discoveries through Year 7 and 8 Science.  The performance and observation 
of experiments in biology, chemistry, earth science, astronomy and physics help in the understanding of these 
branches of Science. 
 
Languages  
Discover other countries and explore different cultures as you learn new languages.  In Year 7 you will complete 
introductory units in two of the four languages, Chinese, French, German and Japanese, which are offered by the 
College.  This will enable you to communicate with speakers of these languages in our global society.  In Year 8 you 
will choose one language to study for the whole year. 
 
Drama 
Through activities, students will be encouraged to work cooperatively with their peers and explore different artistic 
fields. 
 
History 
In Year 7 students will study The Ancient World.  In Year 8 students will study from the end of the ancient period to 
the beginning of the modern period.  This course emphasises the importance of archaeology and of historical 
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evidence and its interpretative nature.  Thematically, it encourages students to make connections to “place” and 
“time”.   
 
Geography 
Geography is the subject in which you will find answers to questions about the world around us. It is all about 
discovering Geography! It is much more than just knowing the names of countries and oceans. Studying Geography 
will enable you to better understand the changes taking place in the world in which we live. You will be 
investigating various landforms and landscapes, as well as discovering the interconnections between people and 
places. 
 
Music 
Year 7 and 8 will be a year of exciting musical discoveries as you become involved in singing, playing instruments 
and listening to all kinds of music. 
 
Home Economics 
Home Economics aims to provide an enjoyable learning environment for our students to be active, responsive and 
self-directed learners who investigate, plan, take action and reflect. As such, it develops knowledge and skills to be 
life-long learners.  
 
Art 
Art consists mainly of practical work in painting, drawing and many other art and craft forms.  You will also be 
introduced to the work of some artists and cultures. 
 
Health and Physical Education 
Health and Physical Education is a core subject for all Year 7 and 8 students.  Physical activities are selected from 
health, athletics, dance, gymnastics, aquatics and other sports and games. Health concepts are also explored. 
 
Digital Technologies 
Digital Technologies will teach you to use computers to enhance your learning and develop your understanding of 
how technology is used in the real world.  You will develop skills and understanding of a range of software 
applications including MS Office 2016, Adobe Photoshop and Audacity.  You will be also introduced to 
computational thinking, coding, game development and collaborative working. 
 
In Year 8 you will study the same subjects as in Year 7 but at a deeper level. 
In Years 9 and 10 you will study fewer subjects.. 
In Years 11 and 12 you will have another opportunity to select a range of subjects.  
Through all these steps the College will provide advice and assistance. 
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In the past many parents have asked how they can help their daughters while they are at school.  Here are some 
suggestions: 
 
 
HOMEWORK 
 ENSURE STUDENTS DO THEIR HOMEWORK.  If students repeatedly claim they have no homework contact the 

school and verify the claim. 

 CHECK YOUR DAUGHTER’S WORK.  Look at her subject and homework exercise books, check for presentation 
and quality of work.  Insist on neatness and high standards.  Give praise for good attitude, neatness and results, 
all of which shows your daughter that she is trying to the best of her ability. 

 HELP YOUR DAUGHTER.  Attempt to help your daughter with her work.  If she finds it hard to understand 
something the first time, let her try it again. 

 GIVE HER A STUDY AREA.  Place her in an area away from television, ipad and mobile phone, so that she is not 
distracted from her tasks. 

 SHOW INTEREST.  Ask your daughter how her day went at school and what she learned. 

 GET HER TO PLAN.  Get her to set aside homework time each night and plan what she will study.  1½ hours per 
night should be used as a guide. 

 ENCOURAGE YOUR CHILD.  Tell her to ask questions when she is not sure of something.  Explain that teachers 
are available during class as well as other times such as before school, morning break, lunch and after school.  
Teachers can’t read minds, students must ask if they require help. 

 
 
GENERAL 
 VISIT THE SCHOOL.  The school conducts many functions throughout the year e.g. sports days, parent/teacher 

nights, P&F meetings.  You are very welcome to attend any of these functions.  If you wish to discuss the welfare 
of your daughter more personally, give us a ring and we can arrange a meeting. 

 SUPERVISE your daughter’s online behaviour.  Ensure you have access to her laptop to monitor the 
appropriateness of her communication with others. 

 LAPTOPS.  These must be recharged each night.  It is advisable to set limits to time online at night and remove 
the laptops from bedrooms by a reasonable time. 
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One of the first things that will happen when you arrive at Loreto College Coorparoo is that you will be placed in 
a Homeroom.  You will soon get to know who your Homeroom Teacher is and you will have your own Homeroom.  
You will be able to talk to your Homeroom Teacher about any problems you may have.  The roll will be marked, 
announcements read out and your Homeroom Teacher will direct other activities. 
 
Homerooms are the rooms where you will do most of your lessons.  It’s up to you to keep your room clean, tidy and 
free from graffiti and vandalism.  Your Homeroom Teacher usually brightens up the room with posters and displays 
of student work.  You may like to assist.  Be proud of your rooms. 
 
At the end of every day, no matter which room you are in, you are expected to go back to your Homeroom to tidy 
up and close the windows.  The teacher will dismiss you when your duties are complete. 
 
Your Homeroom Teacher normally teaches you for one or more of your subjects.  You will move around from room 
to room during the day.  That’s pretty tiring at first but you will soon get used to it!  Make sure you are always 
waiting for your teacher in a tidy line. 
 
On Wednesdays the school has an Assembly in the Mary Ward Centre.  This is a short time when the whole school 
gathers together and includes reading of the morning notices, items, awards and announcements.  You will sit in 
house groups in a specified area.  Rolls are marked at Assembly; therefore, it is important to be in your group on 
time. 
 
 
 

As well as your normal classes the school also runs a Personal Development Program, usually around 25 lessons 
each year.  This helps to develop and create an awareness of areas not covered in the everyday curriculum e.g. self-
esteem activities, study habits, drugs and alcohol education, to name just a few.  You will receive booklets and 
worksheets for this course when school starts. 
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In a world that is dominated by the use of Digital Technologies it is vitally important that we empower our students 

to understand and use these technologies in a beneficial and appropriate manner.  In Year 7, students will follow a  

course that will provide them with the skills and understanding to cope with a range of software applications and 

hardware devices.  Initially students will be introduced to working in a wireless environment using their own laptop.  

They will be given the opportunity to develop independent learning skills and be supported in the use of the school 

network, the Internet, Loreto’s ICT Portal and our school Learning Management System (LMS).  

 

The course is designed to help prepare our students for the social and moral challenges that they will face in the 

digital world that they now live in.  Students no longer just write letters and reports, but they access the Internet, 

research, blog, communicate on social networks, collaborate and create their own content.  They live in a world 

where knowledge is at their fingertips, communication is very simple and information exists in ‘Cyber Space’.  

Knowing how software works is no longer adequate in terms of a student’s understanding.  Students must now be 

challenged to be safe, well informed ‘Digital Citizens’ who consume and create information in an appropriate way.  

Digital Technologies aims to educate our students about a wide range of issues, including how technology impacts 

upon them and the responsibilities they have for their own unique ‘Digital Footprint’.  It has a strong focus on 

‘Computational Thinking’ and consequently students will be learning how to problem solve and ‘code’ using a range 

of different applications. 

 

Students will mainly be taught through project based work.  They will work independently and collaboratively and 

they will be encouraged to contribute to discussions that focus on related social issues.  Assessment will be against 

specific criteria that will be issued to students at the start of each unit of work. 

 

Over the duration of Year 7 students will study areas such as: 

 

 Introduction to Windows 10 operating system 

 Logging on and utilising the school Network, ICT Portal and LMS 

 Saving, accessing, printing documents and backing up files 

 Accessing the Internet, using search engines effectively and using email 

 Health and Safety considerations 

 Cyber Safety  

 Office 2016 applications including Word, Excel and Publisher 

 Image editing using Adobe Photoshop 

 Sound Recording and Editing using Audacity 

 Game development and 3D Design using a range of applications 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

Contact:  Mr R Morgan 



 

 

Justice          Sincerity          Felicity         Verity          Freedom  

Year 7&8 Studies Guide                                                                                                        Page 8 

At Loreto College Coorparoo we believe that students learn language by using language. The Years 7 and 8 English 
program has been designed so that reading, writing, speaking, listening and viewing provide the framework for all 
learning experiences. Within each of the above, students will study of novels, short stories, non‐fiction, drama, po-
etry, media, film and multi-modal texts, as well as language activities. The English program encourages students to 
become critically aware, competent and confident writers, speakers and viewers for a variety of audiences and con-
texts. They will be guided into ways of comprehending texts and creating them. They will produce work that is 
written, spoken, digital and multimodal in a range of conditions.  
 
The English Program is in line with the current Australian Curriculum. Learning in English builds on concepts, skills 
and processes developed in earlier years and teachers will revisit and strengthen these as needed. Students will be 
actively engaged in their learning, interacting with their peers and their teachers, to reflect deeply about concepts 
and values. A reading program forms an integral part of the Year 7 and Year 8 English course. They work in partner-
ship with the librarian to visit the library on a regular basis. In addition, the students have regular home learning 
from their Language Text which focuses on literacy.  
 
Students’ learning is generally organised on a unit basis, two units within a semester theme and assessment frame-
work.  
 
YEAR 7 

YEAR 8 

 

TERM 1:     Me and the World of Wii: Media  
The students will read media texts in all forms and produce a persuasive speech.  

TERM 2:     Me and the World of Wii: Life Writing Texts  
 Real stories in the form of diaries, journals, autobiographies and biographies will be a focus with 
the  students writing their own stories based on place. This is an integrated unit with other de-
partments. 

TERM 3:     No Person is an Island: Novel  
The students will study a novel, work in groups under the banner of ‘Literature Circles’ to discuss 
the way authors convey messages about important issues.  

TERM 4:      No Person is an Island: Poetry  
The students will create a poetry anthology based around a theme of interest.  

TERM 1: 
My Place: My Stories 

The students will produce a written narrative, incorporating figurative language. 

TERM 2 

Our Place: Our Stories 

Media texts will be a focus with students creating, interpreting and evaluating reports and  

visual texts. 

TERM 3: 

My Perspectives: Novel 

The students will study a class novel with an emphasis on different character perspectives and   

themes. 

TERM 4: 
Our Perspectives: Drama 

The students will create a digital documentary on an issue or theme in the novel. 
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Assessment will be based on the three interrelated strands of:  
 

 Language  

 Literacy  

 Literature  

 
Assessment is undertaken at varying times and under varying conditions. At the end of each semester students are 
awarded an overall achievement level (A-E) based on their knowledge and skill.  
 
During Semester 1 students who are having difficulty with English are identified and encouraged to undertake 
Learning Support lessons in Semester 2. 
 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 

Contact:  Mrs C O’Donoghue 
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If the Earth 

were only a few feet in diameter, 

floating a few feet above a field somewhere, 

people would come from everywhere to marvel 

at it. People would walk around it marvelling at its 

big pools of water, its little pools and the water flowing 

between. People would marvel at the bumps on it and the 

holes in it. They would marvel at the very thin layer of gas 

surrounding it and the water suspended in the gas. The people 

would marvel at all the creatures walking around the surface of 

the ball and  at  the creatures  in  the water.  The  people  would 

declare it as sacred because it was the only one and they would 

protect it so that it would not be hurt.  The ball  would  be  the 

greatest  wonder  known  and  people would  come to pray to 

it to be healed,  to gain knowledge,  to know beauty and  to 

wonder how it could be. People would love it and defend 

it  with  their  lives because  they  would  somehow 

know  that  their  lives  could  be  nothing 

without it. If the Earth were only 

a few feet in diameter. 

Joe Miller 

 

 

 YEAR 7 

There are two units of study in the Year 7 curriculum for Geography: Water in the World and Place and Liveability. 

Organisation TERM 1 / TERM 3 TERM2 / TERM 4 

Content/Topic 

Area 

AC - Water in the World 
 

Water in the World focuses on water as an 
example of a renewable environmental 
resource.  Water is investigated using studies 
drawn from Australia, countries of Asia, and 

countries from West Asia and/or North Africa. 

AC - Place and Liveability 

Aligned with Loreto focus “Me and The Wii” 

  
Place and Liveability focuses on the concept of 
place through an investigation of liveability. 

Key Teaching 

and Learning 

Objectives 

This unit examines the many uses of water, 
the ways it is perceived and valued, its 
different forms as a resource, the way it 
connects places as it moves through the 
environment, its varying availability in time 
and across space, and its scarcity.  It develops 
students’ understanding of the concept of 
environment, including the processes, that it 
supports and enriches human and other life, 
that people value the environment in different 
ways and that the environment has its specific 
hazards. Introducing students to the basic 
concepts of mapping (spatial skills) is also 
integral in this unit. 

This unit examines factors that influence 
liveability and how it is perceived, the idea that 
places provide us with the services and facilities 
needed to support and enhance our lives, and 
that spaces are planned and managed by people. 
It develops students’ ability to evaluate the 
liveability of their own places and to investigate 
whether it can be improved through planning. 
  
Integrated task with English and Art – involves a 
one day field trip of South Bank and surrounding 
areas. 

Assessment Short Response Test including testing spatial 
skills 

Multimodal Presentation based on map creation 
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YEAR 8 
We study two separate units in the Year 8 Australian Curriculum for Geography strand: Landforms and Landscapes. 

 
 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Contact:  Mrs D Hanson 

Organisation TERM 2 / TERM 3 TERM 1 / TERM 4 

Content/Topic 

Area 

 “How Awesome are Rainforests?” 

The focus is on developing students 
understanding of the importance of rainforest 
environments through the processes that 
shape these landscapes, and the significance 
of these to various groups of people. 

“Ain’t No Mountain High Enough” 

 The focus is on developing students 
understanding of the importance of mountain 
environments through the processes that shape 
these landscapes/landforms, and the 
significance of these areas to various groups of 
people. 

Key Teaching 

and Learning 

Objectives 

This unit examines: 
 What are tropical rainforests and their 

characteristics, where they are found 
globally and locally, how do 
environmental (natural processes) and 
human processes affect the characteristics 
of tropical rainforests? 

 How are rainforests used, both locally and 
globally? What benefits do rainforests 
provide for people? 

 What are the impacts and consequences 
of change within tropical rainforests? How 
can these changes be managed? 

 It then culminates in a field trip to a local 
rain forest reserve to see these processes 
in action 

  This unit examines: 
 A variety of landscapes throughout the 

world, which are produced by geomorphic, 
biotic and cultural processes over time. 

 How these landforms are produced by a 
combination of tectonic (folding, faulting, 
volcanism), gradational (weathering, erosion 
and transportation) and depositional 
processes 

 Why these landscapes can have aesthetic, 
emotional, spiritual and economic value and 
investigates how different people appreciate 
and interpret the same landscape differently, 

 And appreciates that some societies do not 
separate landscape and culture 

 That the management and care of 
landscapes can occur at local, national or 
international scale. 

Assessment Mini Field Report   Data Response Test 
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Health and Physical Education at Loreto College Coorparoo aims to teach “students how to enhance their own and 
others’ health, safety, wellbeing and physical activity in varied and changing contexts. The Health and Physical 
learning area has strong foundations in scientific fields such as physiology, nutrition, biomechanics and psychology 
which inform what we understand about healthy, safe and active choices” (Australian National Curriculum—HPE). 
Loreto aims to utilise many of these principles while also incorporating our own Teaching and Learning Framework. 
To cater for individual differences, a wide range of activities have been selected and can include some of the fol-
lowing: 
 
Practical Components: 
 
Aquatics: 
 

 Swimming 

 Life saving and water safety 

 
Ball skills, games, activities and sports:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Theoretical Components: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
The emphasis in Year 7 and 8 is on active participation and team work, while exploring a variety of physical activi-
ties and health concepts.  There is no overall assessment result for this subject in Year 7 or Year 8. 
 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 

Contact:  Mr C Jones 

 Bats n Balls  Fundamental Movement 

 Court Games  Space Invaders 

 Contemporary Activities  Badminton 

 Self Concept & Self Esteem  Alcohol & Tobacco 

 Nutrition  Games Analysis 

 Why Move?  Cultural Activities 

 Skill and Health Related Fitness  Community Health 
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AIMS 

 

History is a disciplined process of inquiry into the past that develops students' curiosity and imagination. Awareness 
of history is an essential characteristic of any society, and historical knowledge is fundamental to understanding 
ourselves and others. It promotes the understanding of societies, events, movements and developments that have 
shaped humanity from earliest times. It helps students appreciate how the world and its people have changed, as 
well as the significant continuities that exist to the present day.  
The Australian Curriculum: History aims to ensure that students develop: 
 

 interest in, and enjoyment of, historical study for lifelong learning and work, including their capacity and 
willingness to be informed and active citizens 

 knowledge, understanding and appreciation of the past and the forces that shape societies, including 
Australian society 

 understanding and use of historical concepts, such as evidence, continuity and change, cause and effect, 
perspectives, empathy, significance and contestability 

 capacity to undertake historical inquiry, including skills in the analysis and use of sources, and in explanation 
and communication. 

 

COURSE CONTENT – YEAR 7 

 

The Year 7 History program is derived from the Australian Curriculum, History course descriptors.  It focuses on the 

study of history from the time of the earliest human communities to the end of the ancient period. The course is 

structured around two depth studies that will be taught across one semester. 

   

  

Year 7 Depth Study One: Digging up the Ancient World 

  

In this introductory depth study, students will develop their understandings of historical inquiry in the context of 
the ancient world. The course explores the significance of archaeology used in the investigation of the Ancient Past. 
It considers the methods and sources used by archaeologists and related disciplinarians to unravel mysteries. They 
will explore some of the important features and events of the ancient period, and how these features and events 
have shaped the modern world. In this context, this unit focuses on ancient Australia in some depth and develops 
understandings of the longevity and richness of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures and histories.  
 

 

Year 7 Depth Study Two: Walk like an Egyptian 

 

In this depth study, students investigate and develop an appreciation of the features of ancient Egypt, and the 
legacy ancient Mediterranean societies have on the modern world. Throughout this depth study students will 
examine the role of key groups within the Ancient Egyptian society; the significant beliefs, values and practices of 
the Ancient Egyptians, focussing specifically on their death and funerary customs; as well as the significant figures 
in the development of the Ancient Egyptian civilisation. An excursion to the Abbey Museum where students 
undertake an archaeological dig and mummification ceremony allows for students to view and handle Ancient 
Egyptian artefacts and immerse themselves in the culture and daily life of the Ancient Egyptians. 
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 COURSE CONTENT – YEAR 8 
 

The Year 8 History program is derived from the Australian Curriculum, History course descriptors.  It focuses on the 

study of history from the end of the ancient period to the beginning of the modern period. The course is structured 

around two depth studies that will be taught across one semester. 

 

Year 8 Depth Study One: Dungeons and Dragons 

 

In this depth study, students will investigate and develop an understanding of medieval life. Europe entered the 

Medieval Period in c.500 CE, following the collapse of the Roman Empire. During the medieval period, most people 

lived and worked in rural areas and rarely travelled more than a few kilometres from their homes. Their lives 

revolved around the manor, or village, which usually comprised of twenty to thirty people. This small group was 

dominated by a few powerful men – the lord of the manor, his steward and the priest. People were taught by the 

Catholic Church that they had to accept their positions in life because they were ordained by God. There was little 

understanding of how the natural world operated and people were very superstitious. They thought disease, 

drought and famine were caused by witchcraft or the will of God and thus had to be accepted. Life was short and 

hard for most people. Students will commence their historical studies from c. 1060 CE and throughout this unit will 

gain knowledge of the Feudal System, the place of the Church in Medieval Times and the growth of towns and 

trade, both nationally and transnationally. They will also examine medieval science, medicine, hygiene, living 

conditions and the prevailing attitudes of the time.  

 

Year 8 Depth Study Two: Fleas on Rats 

 

In this depth study, students will build on their understandings of the medieval world and will focus specifically on 

the 1347 CE pandemic that had a profound effect upon the medieval world in Asia, Europe and Africa.  Known in 

English as the “Black Death” the pandemic showed no respect for gender, class or ethnicity. Rural populations were 

devastated as much as urban populations but significantly, the Feudal system that had existed for hundreds of 

years, was irreparably broken down. Medical and scientific knowledge were unable to explain or stop the 

pandemic, nor to offer an effective cure or treatment. Religious superstition played a major role in creating hysteria 

and at times, brutal reprisals against perceived scapegoats. Throughout this depth study students will consider the 

effects of the Black Death and identify both the positive and negative impacts of the plague on the people of the 

time. Out of the morass of the Black Death, Europe began to experience a significant revival. Trade recovered, 

towns were rebuilt and flourished, and levels of personal wealth began to rise.   

 

ASSESSMENT 

 

Students will complete two assessment pieces per semester and over the course of Year 7 and Year 8 will 

encounter the following types of assessment:  

 

Response to stimulus exam 

Extended written response to historical evidence 

Historical essay based on research 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Ms Crothers 



 

 Justice          Sincerity          Felicity         Verity          Freedom  

Page 15                                                                                                                    Year 7&8 Studies Guide  

 
In keeping with the school philosophy of making available to students a broad education with a wide range of 
subjects, four languages, Chinese, French, German and Japanese, are offered at Loreto College Coorparoo. The 
ability to communicate in a language other than English provides many professional opportunities in our 
globalised society. Second language learning gives students the same career advantages as their European and 
Asian peers, for whom the learning of at least one second language is compulsory. Furthermore, studying a 
second language develops critical thinking skills and deepens our understanding of different cultures. 

 
In Year 7, students complete an introductory course in two of the four languages, Chinese, French, German and 
Japanese. One language is studied per semester and the course is made up of three lessons per cycle. By the end 
of this time, students should have developed a good knowledge of some of the basic language functions and an 
appreciation of important cultural aspects associated with these countries. In addition, students of Chinese and 
Japanese will also have been introduced to script. Language and culture is conveyed to students through a range 
of activities and using a variety of resources including CDs, DVDs, music, dance, computer programs and the 
internet. There is also input from visiting exchange students and the opportunity to sample food from each 
country. 

 
At the end of Year 7 students will choose to continue to study one of these four languages for the whole of Year 
8. In Years 9 and 10, Languages are elective subjects and students can select one or two languages to study. One 
of these will have been studied in Year 8 but it is also possible for suitably proficient students to study a second 
Language in Year 9 without having studied it in Year 8. Girls who may be interested in studying a second foreign 
language in Years 9 and 10 should seek advice and recommendation from their Language teacher as soon as 
possible so that booklets and resources can be provided to them during Year 8. All four languages will be offered 
to Year 12 level. To study Chinese, French, German or Japanese in Years 11 and 12, students must have studied 
this language in Years 9 and 10. 

 
TOPICS IN YEAR 7 
The topics covered in each language will vary slightly, but general topics covered in the Year 7 introductory course 
will include: 

 Greetings and farewells 

 Names 

 Ages and numbers 

 Countries and nationalities 

 Languages 

 Basic descriptions 

 Food 

 Sports 

 Music 

 Celebrations 
 
Cultural information or activities related to China/France/Germany/Japan will form an important part of each 
introductory language course. 
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TOPICS IN YEAR 8 

Students will choose one language to study in Year 8. The topics covered in the chosen language will include: 
 

CHINESE 

 

 

 
 
 
 
FRENCH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GERMAN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JAPANESE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASSESSMENT IN YEARS 7 & 8 
In Year 7 and 8 language study, two short tests will be conducted towards the end of each term: 
Understanding (ability to understand spoken or written language) 
Communicating (ability to communicate orally or in writing) 
 
 INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE PROGRAM 
Language learning has a high profile at Loreto College Coorparoo. There are opportunities for the girls to host 

exchange students from France, Germany and Japan. In addition to this, students can participate in school-based 
exchange visits to each of these countries. These exchange visits are open to language students from Year 10 
upwards. A relationship with a sister school in China is currently being established and we look forward to being 
able to offer a Chinese Exchange Program in the near future. Numbers for exchange programs may be limited 
depending on how many students our sister schools are able to accommodate. Exchange trips are also 
dependent on issues of global safety. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Contact: Ms Tilly 

TERM 1: Special Dates 

TERM2 : My Life 

TERM 3: Chinese Cuisine 

TERM 4: At the Restaurant 

TERM 1: Enchantée! Getting To Know France, Myself 
and Others 

    TERM2 : Let’s Celebrate! Family, Food and Festivals 

    TERM 3: Oh là là! Fashion and Shopping in France 

TERM 4: 
Discover Paris! Cafés, Souvenirs and Places to 

Go 

TERM 1: Describing Me 

TERM2 : Family and Pets 

TERM 3: Freetime and Food 

TERM 4: School and Health 

TERM 1: Pets and Robots 

TERM2 : Colours and Weekend Fun 

TERM 3: Family Life 

TERM 4: Likes and Dislikes 
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Some students choose to take Literacy and Numeracy Enrichment Classes. These classes are specially designed to 
improve students’ literacy and numeracy skills. They are intended specifically for those students who may be 
experiencing difficulties with numeracy and/or literacy. Classes are kept as small as possible in order to give 
students extra time with the teacher and the opportunity to receive the reinforcement they need to meet their 
individual requirements. 
 
Students will be given intensive work in such areas as: 
 

 Reading comprehension 

 Writing  

 Thinking skills and problem solving 

 Numeracy  

 
There is no formal assessment in this subject. 
 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

Contact:  Mrs R Goldney 
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All students entering Year 7 and 8 will be following the Australian Curriculum for Mathematics. 
 
This curriculum provides students with the essential mathematical skills and knowledge in the content strands of 
Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry and Statistics and Probability.  
 
Sub-strands covered in Year 7 and 8 will include: 
 

 Number and place value 

 Fractions and decimals 

 Integers 

 Money and financial mathematics  

 Linear and non-linear relationships  

 Probability 

 Data representation and interpretation 

 Measurement and Shape 

 Geometric reasoning  

 

Content will be appropriately ordered and sequenced in such a way as to suit students' stages of development and 
to avoid unnecessary repetition. Concepts or skills introduced in earlier year levels will be revisited, strengthened 
and extended when necessary. 
 
Students will be assessed according to the proficiency strands of Understanding, Fluency, Problem Solving and 
Reasoning. 
 
Assessment will be a combination of in class tests, block exams, and Modelling and Problem Solving Tasks. 
 
Some streaming of Mathematics classes may occur at the beginning of Year 8 and 9 into basic core and advanced 
core groups. Parents will be advised as to which level of Mathematics is advisable for their daughter to study the 
following year as part of the Subject Selection process in Term 3. The advice will be based on the student's progress 
and success with the curriculum.  
 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

Contact:  Mr A Corrado 
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Music plays a significant role in everyday life.  It pervades all cultures and evokes a broad spectrum of human 
emotional responses.  As one of the Performing Arts, music makes a profound contribution to personal, social and 
cultural identity.  It forms a unique means of expression, of knowing and of communicating experience. 
  
At Loreto College Coorparoo, Year 7 and 8 Music is a practical course, studied a semester per year, whereby 
students interact with music through a performance-based program focused on popular styles.  During the two 
years all students learn to sing and play instruments including keyboards, guitar, bass guitar and drum kit.  This 
leads to practical assessment in which students are required to set up and perform in a band.  Additionally, 
students will listen to and discuss a wide variety of musical styles and learn to read and write musical notation. 
 
 Treble clef notation 

 Singing 

 Body percussion activities 

 Major and minor chords (assorted) 

 Major and minor tonality (aural) 

 Simple rhythms/ Metre/ Bar lines 

 Ensemble playing 

 Melodic Analysis (through singing) 

 Very basic introduction into chord progressions 

 Phrasing 

 Tab notation 

 Guitar chord tab 

 Keyboard fingering 

 Introduction to electrical equipment eg amps, mics, mixers, speakers, cables 

 Health and Safety input on electrical equipment 

 
OTHER 
 Co –ordination 

 Cross body skills 

 Autonomy 

 Leadership 

 Group Work Skills 

 Independence 

 Responsibility 

 Resilience 

 Joy in the success of others 

 Persistence 

 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

Contact:  Mrs L Gyte 
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In Year 7, students engage with the story of Mary Ward, the global Loreto community and Loreto College 
Coorparoo.  Year 7 students  learn about the beliefs, values and practices of Christian communities, past and pre-
sent, communities of religious women and men, and Australian Catholic Church communities. They explore cultural 
and historical influences on these communities and change and continuity over time. They learn about the common 
aspects of faith and practice shared by the monotheistic religions (Christianity, Judaism and Islam). They explore 
ways in which communities of believers, past and present, express their understanding of God and God’s relation-
ship with human persons.  
 
Students explore contextual information about sacred texts, using a range of Biblical tools, to gain a deeper aware-
ness of these texts and how they influence communities of believers. They examine Church teaching and basic prin-
ciples of Christian morality that influence the way Christians live out their faith, individually and communally. 
 
Students examine ways in which believers nurture their spiritual life through prayer, ritual, the sacraments and sa-
cred texts. They develop their understanding of prayer in the Christian tradition. They investigate the relationship 
between the Sacraments of the Church, the life and ministry of Jesus, and the faith journey and life experiences of 
believers. 
   
The Year 7 unit titles are:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Year 8, students engage with the story of Christianity. They learn about the significance of initiation rituals in the 
Abrahamic religions (Christianity, Judaism, Islam) for the faith journey of believers.  Students engage with a variety 
of images and words that express the mystery of the Trinity, the fundamental Christian belief that God is relational 
in nature. They are introduced to the theme of covenant, as unique relationship between God and God’s people, 
through an exploration of the actions and messages of some Old Testament prophets. They explore the Christian 
belief in God’s saving plan for all creation and ways in which believers past and present are part of God’s saving 
plan through their faith and action in the world. They learn about the preaching, achievements and challenges of 
the earliest followers of Jesus, as described in The Acts of the Apostles. They develop their understanding of the 
many ways in which the Church is present and active in the world today, including participation in liturgy and other 
personal and communal prayer experiences; informed response to emerging moral questions; practice of cardinal 
virtues, and witness to the ecumenical spirit through praying and working for Christian unity.  
   

The Year 8 unit titles are:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

Contact:  Mrs A Newcombe 
  

TERM 1: Where it all Began 

TERM 2: Sacraments and Sacramentality 

TERM 3: Doing Good -  What if everybody did that? 

TERM 4:  The Power of Words 

TERM 1: Covenant 

TERM 2: Unity and Diversity 

TERM 3: Mission Matters 

TERM 4:  Movers and Shakers 

http://www.rec.bne.catholic.edu.au/Pages/Religious-Education.aspx
http://www.rec.bne.catholic.edu.au/Pages/Religious-Education.aspx
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The Junior Science program at Loreto College Coorparoo aims to develop an awareness of the applications and 
important place of science and technology in everyday life and the world around us.  It is designed to build on the 
student’s prior knowledge that they have gained through their formal education as well as from their everyday life 
experiences.  An exciting part of the course for the students is the chance to further develop their practical 
laboratory and analytical skills in our well-equipped Science facility of six laboratories.  A significant part of the 
course is hands-on and consequently students will also put into practice the important safety considerations and 
techniques to apply in such an environment. As well as acquiring new skills and content knowledge, students will 
explore Science as a human endeavour and how landmark discoveries have significantly changed people's 
understanding of the world and the universe. ICT is considered an integral part of Science study at Loreto and it is 
interwoven in all aspects of the course including teaching, student research and laboratory enquiry. 
 
 
TOPICS STUDIED 
Science has three interrelated strands which are covered across all units: Science Understanding, Science as a 
Human Endeavour and Science Inquiry Skills. 
 
The Science Understanding strand comprises four sub-strands: 
 

 Biological Sciences 

 Chemical Sciences 

 Earth and Space Sciences 

 Physical Sciences 

 
There are two sub-strands of Science as a Human Endeavour.  These are: 
 

 Nature and Development of Science 

 Use and Influence of Science 

 
There are five sub-strands of Science Inquiry Skills.  These are: 
 

 Questioning and predicting 

 Planning and conducting 

 Processing and analysing data and information 

 Evaluating 

 Communicating 

 
The term units for Year 7 Science are: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TERM 1: I, The Scientist 

TERM 2: A Matter of Separation 

TERM 3: Newton’s Universe 

TERM 4:  The Web of Life 



 

 

Justice          Sincerity          Felicity         Verity          Freedom  

Year 7&8 Studies Guide                                                                                                        Page 22 

The term units for Year 8 Science are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASSESSMENT 

Assessment includes: 
 

 Term tests  
 Experimental Investigations 

 Written Assignments 

 Group Projects 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Contact:  Mr M Lourigan 

  

 

 

 

TERM 1: What Lies Beneath 

TERM 2: Bubble, Smoke and Pops 

TERM 3: Cells and Living Systems 

TERM 4:  Energy and Renewal 
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Technologies: Food and Textiles enables students to become creative and responsive designers. Students in Years 7 

and 8, students will study one semester of Technologies: Food and Textiles, consisting of term units in Food 

Technology and Textiles Technology. 

Technologies: Food and Textiles is a subject from the learning area of Technologies within the Australian 

Curriculum. It actively engages students in creating quality designed solutions for identified needs and 

opportunities across the technologies contexts of Food and fibre production, Food specialisations and Materials 

specialisations. Through the study of Technologies: Food and Textiles, students will develop a sense of pride, 

satisfaction and enjoyment from their ability to develop innovative designed products. Through the practical 

application of technologies, students develop dexterity and coordination through experiential activities. 

Technologies: Food and Textiles motivates young people and engages them in a range of learning experiences that 

are transferable to family and home, constructive leisure activities, community contribution and the world of work. 

Approaches to Teaching and Learning 

Technologies: Food and Textiles units of study also include a focus on the Habits of Mind to guide the students’ 

thinking and learning. A focus of ‘striving for accuracy’ assists the development of effective skill development and 

execution and a focus of ‘managing impulsivity’ assists the efficient management and production of quality food 

and textiles products. 

 

FOOD TECHNOLOGY 

Year 7: Happy Snacking 

Year 8: Meals for Life 

In the Food Technology units, the students analyse how characteristics and properties of food determine 

preparation techniques and presentation when designing solutions for healthy eating. They develop knowledge of 

the Dietary Guidelines and develop skills in food preparation and cooking to select, design and produce a range of 

healthy snack food products in Year 7 and healthy meals in Year 8. 

 

TEXTILES TECHNOLOGY 

Year 7: Fun with Fabric 

Year 8: Basics and Boxers 

In the Textiles Technology units, the students analyse ways to produce designed solutions through selecting and 

combining characteristics and properties of materials, tools and equipment. They develop knowledge of fabrics and 

develop hand and machine sewing skills to select, design and produce a decorated sewing pouch in Year 7 and 

boxer shorts in Year 8. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

By the end of Year 8, students will have had the opportunity to apply design and systems thinking and design 

processes to investigate ideas, generate and refine ideas, plan, produce and evaluate designed solutions. Students 

communicate to different audiences using appropriate technical terms and technologies. They apply management 

skills to document, manage production processes and independently and safely produce effective designed 

solutions for the intended purpose.  

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Contact Ms Duncan 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=T&t=characteristics
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Apply
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The Creative Arts electives at Loreto College include the subjects of Art, Drama and Music.  Across Year 7 and 

Semester One Year 8, students study each separate discipline for a semester. Mid-way through Year 8, students 

select the subject they would like to continue to study in Semester Two, Year 8. It is recommended that students 

who wish to study one of the Arts in Year 9, choose this elective in Semester Two, Year 8. However, this does not 

exclude them from choosing one or more of the Arts electives in Year 9.  Many students find the Arts subjects 

complement each other as they all expose student to …….(to insert later) 

 
Visual Art plays a significant role in everyday life.  It reflects our society and culture, expresses ideas and emotions, 

decorates our lives and stimulates discussions.  Visual Art provides opportunities for us to create, reflect, challenge, 

critique and celebrate.  By engaging in Visual Art activities, students will develop skills and abilities that contribute 

to their cognitive, emotional, cultural, social, and spiritual development. 

  

The Year 7 and 8 courses aim to introduce students to a breadth of art media and techniques; to explore a range of 

concepts; and to gain an understanding of the functions of art, the role of artists and the value of Visual Art in our 

society. 

  

The first semester of Art  – Places and Spaces explores how you as the artist through your own work and through 

exploring the work of other artists 

 Represent themes and concepts 

 Enhance artistic intent 

 Develop planning skills 

 Organise themes into form 

 Display artworks for an audience 

 Use visual conventions 

 Explore viewpoints in artworks 

 

The second semester of Art (which can be selected in Semester Two, Year 8) – Express Yourself: Future Animal – 

Bag It and Tag It 

 Students will build on their understandings and practices developed in their first semester of Art 

 Future Creatures – create imaginary three dimensional forms in response to challenges of the 21st century 

 Bag it and Tag it – work with digital imagery and printmaking to explore student selected contemporary 

issues 

 

ASSESSMENT 

Assessment is continual and largely completed in class and as homework activities.  The following assessment is 

conducted over each of the Semester Units: 
  

 Making Folios (practical work including planning , designing and creating) 
 Responding  (theory work in the form of self-critiques and response to other artists] 
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In Term 4, all Art students are represented by a selection of their artwork in our annual Art Exhibition. Many of the 

students choose to join the Art Club which is one of the extra-curricular activities run by the Art Department.   

  

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

  

Contact:  Mrs L McCulkin 

 

 

Through Drama, students are provided with opportunities to explore the dynamics of human relationships and 
situations in order to understand and appreciate the world in which they live.  In dramatic play, creative impulses 
are built upon and explored as learners use themselves and each other as a medium for expression. 
  
Drama is an interactive discipline and therefore students are encouraged to work constructively and generously 
with their peers.  Through their involvement in drama activities, students will gain confidence and develop 
competence in communication, teamwork, problem solving, decision making and artistic self-expression. 
  
The first semester of Drama is based on the play Girl Who Cried Wolf, by Brisbane playwright, Angela Betzien and 
explores themes highly relevant to young teenage girls.   
  
Students embark on a personal artistic journey which involves: 
  

 Acting Techniques – voice and movement 

 Role playing and characterisation 

 Improvising 

 Stagecraft 

 Ritual and chorus work 

 Exploring feelings, ideas and themes through playscript analysis 

 Presenting polished performances 

 Ensemble building skills 

 Understanding drama terminology  
  
The second semester of Drama (which can be selected in Semester Two, Year 8) begins with games to develop 
trust, increase powers of concentration and foster the imagination, as well as focusing on developing a cooperative 
spirit in the class. 
  
During the semester students embark on a personal artistic journey which involves: 
  

 Role playing 

 Improvising 

 Exploring feelings, ideas and themes through literature stimulus 

 Creating character 

 Presenting polished performances of Compass, a contemporary Australian play by Jessica Bellamy. 

 Responding to drama  
  
Many students choose to belong to the Junior Drama Club which runs after school as one of the many co-curricular 
activities of the school.  This encourages them to extend their opportunities to participate in and appreciate the 
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social and artistic benefits of this Performing Arts discipline. Students are always welcome to attend school 
performance events featuring Drama students from other year levels.  They should also be encouraged wherever 
possible to attend live theatre events to further enhance their appreciation of the Performing Arts. Drama not only 
improves confidence and performing skills, but also increases literacy skills. Drama provides positive learning 
benefits in a supportive class room environment.    
  

  

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
  

Contact:  Mrs L Gyte 

 

 

\

Music plays a significant role in everyday life.  It pervades all cultures and evokes a broad spectrum of human 
emotional responses.  As one of the Performing Arts, music makes a profound contribution to personal, social and 
cultural identity.  It forms a unique means of expression, of knowing and of communicating experience. 
  
At Loreto College Coorparoo, the first semester of Music is a practical course, whereby students interact with 
music through a performance-based program. All students learn to sing and play instruments including keyboard 
and guitar. Additionally, students will listen to and discuss a wide variety of musical styles and learn to read and 
write musical notation. The second semester of Music (which can be selected in Semester Two, Year 8) builds upon 
this foundation course and introduces the instruments of bass guitar and drumkit. Students develop skills in 
composing and analysing the elements of Music. This semester’s work culminates in a group performance whereby 
each student is a member of their very own band. 

  
 Treble clef notation 

 Singing 

 Body percussion activities 

 Major and minor chords (assorted) 

 Major and minor tonality (aural) 

 Simple rhythms/ Metre/ Bar lines 

 Ensemble playing 

 Melodic Analysis (through singing) 

 Very basic introduction into chord progressions 

 Phrasing 

 Tab notation 

 Guitar chord tab 

 Keyboard fingering 

 Introduction to electrical equipment eg amps, mics, mixers, speakers, cables 

 Health and Safety input on electrical equipment 

  
OTHER 

 Co –ordination 

 Cross body skills 

 Autonomy 

 Leadership 
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 Group Work Skills 

 Independence 

 Responsibility 

 Resilience 

 Joy in the success of others 

 Persistence 

  

  

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
  

Contact:  Mrs L Gyte 
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Cruci Dum Spiro Fido 
Sister Deidre Browne IBVM 

 
This is our boast, the Cross of Christ 

This is the hope to which we’re called 
Freed to live a life of service 

Freed to share in mankind’s sufferings 
Cruci dum spiro fido, cruci dum spiro fido 

 
One in faith, bound into Christ 

One in love that sets us free 
Called to work as His apostles 
Called to be His holy people 

Cruci dum spiro fido, cruci dum spiro fido 
 

Nothing that exists nor still to come 
No power nor height nor depth nor anyone 

Can come between the love of God 
Made visible in Christ our Lord 

Cruci dum spiro fido, cruci dum spiro fido 
 

Glory to Him - at work within us 
Glory to God - forever more 

Glory, honour, praise, thanksgiving 
Be to our God for all generations 



 

 Justice          Sincerity          Felicity         Verity          Freedom  

Page 29                                                                                                                    Year 7&8 Studies Guide  


