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The Year 9 curriculum offers students a core of subjects that the school considers to be essential learning in the 
compulsory years.  Consolidation and development of a knowledge base in these core subjects occurs throughout 
Year 9 . 
 
The College also offers elective subjects which allow the student to pursue subjects that may relate to career 
pathways, interests and abilities.  Students in Year 9, 2018 must choose three (3) electives. If students select 
History as their core Social Science they cannot select History from the elective subjects. If students select 
Geography as their core Social Science they cannot select Geography from the elective subjects. All students must 
do either History or Geography as a core subject.  
 
At Loreto the following subjects are offered: 
 

CORE SUBJECTS  (compulsory subjects which all students study) 
 

 English 

 Mathematics 

 Religion 

 Science 

 Social Sciences  - Geography or History (Course A) 

 Physical Activity and Wellbeing* 

 Personal Development* 
 
A description of the core subjects appears later in this handbook. 
 
* Students will be allocated 4 lessons per cycle for Physical Activity & Wellbeing which will focus on physical activity 
and cover age appropriate and relevant health and wellbeing issues. Personal Development is also offered to all 
students for one lesson per week.  
 

ELECTIVE SUBJECTS 
 

 Art 

 Business  

 Digital Technologies 

 Drama 

 Geography  - Course B  

 Health and Physical Education 

 History  - Course B 

 Languages  - *Chinese / French* / German* / Japanese* 

 Literacy and Numeracy Enrichment 

 Music* 

 Technologies: Food & Textiles 

 The Big History Project 
 
KEY: * This subject is an essential prerequisite for the study of comparable subjects in Years 10, 11 and 12. 
 
A description of the elective subjects appears in this handbook.   
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SELECTING ELECTIVE SUBJECTS 
A student’s choice of Year 9 subjects can have an effect on job and career prospects, the availability of Senior 
courses, attitude to school life and personal well being.  It is important that considerable discussion takes place 
between parents and the student and, where necessary, with relevant subject teachers. 
 
In choosing the most suitable subjects the following factors should be kept in mind: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

ASSESSMENT 
At the end of Year 9 a report will be issued as usual on an ‘A – E’ level. 
 

 A – achieving an excellent standard of work 

 B – achieving a good standard of work 

 C – achieving a satisfactory standard of work 

 D – experiencing some difficulty with her work 

 E – experiencing very significant difficulty with her work 
 
Levels of Achievement are awarded according to the students satisfying the criteria set down in the school’s work 
programs. 
 
Results in Years 9 and 10 will be taken into consideration when subject selection for Years 11 and 12 occurs. 
 
 

CHANGING SUBJECTS 
A well considered and realistic choice of subjects should make a change of subject unnecessary.  However, if after 
some time the student is finding the choice of subject inappropriate, she should approach the Deputy Principal - 
Curriculum and Technology to discuss the desirability and viability of a subject change. 
 
 

HOMEWORK 
Home studies should take approximately 1½ to 2 hours for Year 9 students and 2 to 2½ hours for Year 10 students, 
five or six times per week.  The girls should not be allowed to work very late at night nor to spend a whole weekend 
studying.  On the other hand, a family commitment to a regular study program is necessary and should eliminate 
panic before exams.  The girls should plan a regular amount of time for each subject whether homework is set or 
not, and maintain their revision, learning, reading, research, practice, summarising, exercises, etc as appropriate for 
particular subjects. 
 

 

Achievement: A student who has performed well in a subject in Year 7 and 8 would be 

Aptitude: A student’s natural abilities may be more suited to some subjects than to 

Interests: After exposure to a wide variety of subjects in Year 7 and 8 the student 

Further studies: The student should be mindful of necessary prerequisites or highly 

recommended subjects for the later progression to Years 10, 11 and 12 

courses. 
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CORE SUBJECTS  

  

  



 

 Page 4                                                                                                            Year 11/12 Studies Guide  Year 9 Studies Guide                                                                                                      Page 4 

Justice          Sincerity          Felicity         Verity          Freedom  

 
AIMS 
The Australian English Curriculum: English aims to ensure that students: 
 

 Learn to listen to read, write, create and reflect on increasingly complex and sophisticated spoken, written and 
multimodal texts across a growing range of contexts with accuracy, fluency and purpose 

 Appreciate, enjoy and use the English language in all its variations and develop a sense of its richness and power 
to evoke feelings, convey information, form ideas, facilitate interaction with others, entertain, persuade and 
argue 

 Understand how Standard Australian English works in its spoken and written forms and in combination with non
-linguistic forms of communication to create meaning 

 Develop interest and skills inquiring into the aesthetic aspects of texts and develop an informed appreciation of 
literature 
 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
English is organised into three interrelated strands that supports students’ growing understanding and use of 
English. Together the three strands focus on developing the students’ knowledge, understanding and skills in 
listening, reading, viewing, speaking, writing and creating. The three strands are: 
 

 Language: knowing about the English language 
 Literature: understanding, appreciating, responding to, analysing and creating literature 

 Literacy: expanding the repertoire of English usage. 

 
The students in Year 9 will study texts such as: novels, short stories, works of non-fiction, hypertexts, drama, 
poetry, media, multimodal, films and documentaries. Students are encouraged to appreciate the link between 
reading and writing by keeping reading journals. 
 
YEAR 9  
            Whose reality: media, advertising, multimodal, hypertexts, hybrid texts, non-fiction stories, narratives.    
            Issues and Dilemmas: novels, film, documentaries, biographies, poetry, multimodal texts. 
 

 

ASSESSMENT 
Assessment is continuous, undertaken in varying conditions and times throughout the course. The student’s work is 
assessed in the following modes: 
 

1. Receptive Modes (listening, reading and viewing) 

2. Productive Modes ( speaking, writing and creating) 

 
The student’s work will be marked holistically to determine understanding and skills dimensions in the above 
modes in the following: 
 

1. Ideas and Information 

2. Text Structures 

3. Language Features 

 
Each student’s folio of work will matched against the Australian Curriculum Achievement Standards of the year 
level. This will form the basis of a student’s level of achievement. 
 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

Contact:  Mrs O’Donoghue 
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The Australian Curriculum: Mathematics will be implemented, providing students with essential mathematical skills 

and knowledge in the content strands of Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry, and Statistics and 

Probability. 

 

The curriculum provides students with carefully paced, in-depth study of critical skills and concepts.  It aims to 

encourage students to become self-motivated and confident learners of mathematics. 

 

The proficiency strands within the curriculum are Understanding, Fluency, Problem Solving, and Reasoning. 

 

Content will be organised in such a way that unnecessary repetition is avoided, but will recognise that within 

mathematics, concepts or skills do need to be revisited, strengthened and extended from year to year.  

 

All Year 9 and 10 students will be working to the Australian Curriculum with the same content strands, content sub-

strands and proficiency strands being applied. 

 

In Year 9 the subject will be offered as Foundation Level Mathematics and Extension Level Mathematics. 

 

 Students who experienced a great deal of difficulty at Year 8 level are advised to study Foundation Level 
Mathematics where all aspects of the Australian Curriculum will be studies at a basic level, aiming for 
understanding and competence at this level. 

 Students who completed Year 8 Mathematics without much difficulty are advised to study Extension Level 
Mathematics. Curriculum topics will e extended beyond a core level with harder concepts and problems being 
explored. 

 Parents will be advised by letter at the end of Year 8 which level teachers feel is most appropriate for their 
daughter. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

Each semester will consist of: 
 

 Mid-semester test 
 End semester test 
 

There will be extended learning experiences and activities that may or may not be used for summative assessment 

purposes. 

 

OTHER IMPORTANT POINTS 

 A minimum of a good ‘C’ level in Year 10 Extension Level Mathematics is a requirement for undertaking 
Mathematics B in Years 11 and 12; 

 A minimum of a good ‘B’ level in Year 10 Extension Level Mathematics along with study of 10A components of 
the Australian Curriculum is a requirement for undertaking Mathematics C in Years 11 and 12; 

 Mathematics A will be available for students who do not meet the minimum requirements for Mathematics B or 
who do not wish to study Mathematics B; 

 Students experiencing difficulty with Year 10 Foundation Level Mathematics are advised to take Prevocational 
Mathematics in Years 11 and 12; 

 Students need to satisfy Numeracy requirements in order to be eligible for the QCE. 
 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION  -      CONTACT:  Mr Corrado 
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At the heart of the Years 9 & 10 Religion Program lie the units of work written to complement the Religious 
Education Guidelines of the Archdiocese of Brisbane.  The approach to this subject is an educational one; students 
are formally assessed and their progress in knowledge, process skills and communication skills is reported upon. 
  
 

AIMS 
To assist students to: 
 

 Develop appropriate language and concepts for studying the Hebrew Scriptures; 
 Understand the role that the Hebrew Scriptures play within the Jewish and Christian faiths; 
 Understand the role of tradition in underpinning the evolution of Catholicism; 
 Explore the concept of an Australian spirituality and the manner in which Catholicism has impacted on, and 

been impacted upon, by this nation; 
 Understand the principles that underpin Christian morality; 
 Grow in understanding of differing models of moral thought; 
 Apply Christian moral principles to contemporary social/ethical issues; 
 Engage in various prayer forms and understand the principles employed in creating effective ritual. 
   
The units of work for Year 9 Religion are as follows: 
 

Term 1:   Learning from the Past: Women in the Hebrew Scriptures 
Term 2:  Making Sense of Jesus  
Term 3:  Let There be Light 
Term 4:  Restoring the Balance 

 
 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION  
 

Contact:  Mrs Newcombe 
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Science is a crucial cultural endeavour which has shaped our way of thinking as well as forming an impressive body 
of knowledge.  It teaches us to search for explanations and to try and express our understanding of our world and 
the worlds beyond.  The study of Science will enable students to become critical thinkers who are able to see the 
relevance of Science in their everyday lives. 
 
Participation in the Year 9 Junior Science Program will enable students to make an informed decision at the end of 
the year about whether they will enter into the Science Extension or Science Foundation courses in Year 10.  These 
Year 10 courses prepare students for study in the Senior Science subjects offered at Loreto in Years 11 and 12 – 
Biological Science, Chemistry and Physics. 
 
 

TOPICS STUDIED 
Science has three interrelated strands: Science Understanding, Science as a Human Endeavour and Science Inquiry 
Skills. 
 
The Science Understanding strand comprises four sub-strands: 
 

 Biological Sciences 
 Chemical Sciences 
 Earth and Space Sciences 
 Physical Sciences 
 

There are two sub-strands of Science as a Human Endeavour.  These are: 
 

 Nature and Development of Science 
 Use and Influence of Science 
 

There are five sub-strands of Science Inquiry Skills.  These are: 
 

 Questioning and predicting 
 Planning and conducting 
 Processing and analysing data and information 
 Evaluating 
 Communicating 
 
 

ASSESSMENT 
Based on two criteria: 
 

 Knowledge and Conceptual Understanding 
 Scientific Investigation 
 
Information regarding these two criteria is gathered through written examinations, extended response tasks and 
extended experimental investigations.  A significant component of the course is spent developing practical skills 
through laboratory work and the writing of scientific reports. 
 
 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 

Contact: Mr Lourigan 
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 RECOMMENDATIONS 
To ensure students have the opportunity to develop or build on geographical skills across range of assessment styles, 
Geography will be offered as a both a core option as well as an elective whole year subject, to consolidate these skills.     
  

 AIMS 
 The Year 9 core Geography course aims to ensure that students develop: 
  

 a sense of wonder, curiosity and respect about places, people, cultures and environments throughout the world 
 a deep geographical knowledge of their own locality, Australia, the Asia region and the world 
 the ability to think geographically, using geographical concepts 
 the capacity to be competent, critical and creative users of geographical inquiry methods and skills 
 the skills to be informed, responsible and active global citizens who can contribute to the development of an 

environmentally and economically sustainable, and socially just world. 
  

 COURSE CONTENT 
The Year 9 Geography Course is based around the Australian Curriculum Year 9 strands of Geographies 
of Interconnections and Biomes and Food Security. Each strand will be covered by different units, each 
unit a term in length and these will be studied in an order determined most suited to the course for 
that year. The focus of the year is on developing good global citizenship skills. 
  

Term: Destination: Gold Coast 
 
This unit examines the interconnections between people and places through the industry of tourism. It investigates 
the perceptions tourists have of a place, how this influences the impacts their needs and wants have on these 
places as well as the implications for the future of these places. It also examines how sustainable particular parts of 
the tourist industry are and looks at various responses to this issue. A day of field work is undertaken to further 
develop this important geographical skill. This unit’s cross-curricular priority is sustainability.  
 
Term:  Refugees – People on the Move 
 
This unit focuses on the complex issues surrounding the movement of people around the world, particularly in 
terms of refugees and those seeking asylum.  The outcomes of this unit include: understanding the key concepts 
and facts about refugees and asylum seekers as well as some of the myths and stereotypes surrounding these 
groups of people; analysing the interconnections between people, place and the environment including some of 
the reasons people need to leave their homelands and seek asylum and the associated social, political, economic 
and environmental impacts; become familiar with human rights and the right to seek asylum; and finally, appraise 
various government, community and individual responses to this issue both here in Australia (in the past and now) 
and other countries responses. It is a unit that is at the heart of social justice and good global citizenship. 
 
 Term: “”Our World, Our Heritage, Your Future” – Sustaining our Natural and Cultural Heritage Sites 
 
Our cultural and natural heritage are both irreplaceable sources of life and inspiration. Places as unique and diverse as the 

wilds of East Africa’s Serengeti, the Pyramids of Egypt, the Great Barrier Reef in Australia and the Baroque cathedrals of Latin 

America make up our world’s heritage. However, our world is an increasingly complex web of interconnections and 

interdependencies.  And the choices and actions we make may have repercussions for people and communities locally, 

nationally or internationally. Some of these sites could be at risk of being lost to future generations if we don ’t take actions 

now to conserve these areas of universal outstanding value.  World Heritage sites belong to all the peoples of the world, 

irrespective of the territory on which they are located. However, it is also up to each individual to enact our role as responsible 

global citizens and contribute to the sustainability of these sites. We need to ensure that people are aware of where these 

place are, their value and that they are still around for not only current but also future generations. 
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Term: “Wipe out Waste” – An Inquiry into the connection between Food Security and Food Waste 
 
Food is at the centre of every person’s life. For many people, what to have for breakfast, lunch and dinner can be a 
constant thought and sometimes a worry. Whilst there is currently enough food produced in the world today to 
feed everyone, one in seven people, still suffer from the effects of hunger. However, more than one third of the 
food produced today is lost or wasted. In Australia alone, more than 4 million tonnes of food or $8 billion of food is 
wasted every year (Australian Government Report, 2013).This food wastage represents a missed opportunity to 
improve food security for all and comes at a steep environmental, social and economic price. This unit will be 
conducting an inquiry into this issue at both a global and local scale. We will be uncovering the key causes and the 
various impacts that have occurred, are occurring or are likely to occur as a result and finally we will look at some 
key measures we can undertake at a local scale to improve food security for all. 
  

ASSESSMENT 
 
Assessment will be one piece per term and may be any one of the following: an inquiry-based Multi-modal or 
Digital Research Presentation, Extended Written Response to Stimulus, A Field Report based on a day’s field trip or 
a Data Response Test. 
  
  

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
  

Contact: Mrs Hanson  
 
  

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

Contact:  Mrs Hanson 
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AIMS 

History is a disciplined process of inquiry into the past that develops students' curiosity and imagination. Awareness 
of history is an essential characteristic of any society, and historical knowledge is fundamental to understanding 
ourselves and others. It promotes the understanding of societies, events, movements and developments that have 
shaped humanity from earliest times. It helps students appreciate how the world and its people have changed, as 
well as the significant continuities that exist to the present day.  
The study of History aims to ensure that students develop: 

 interest in, and enjoyment of, historical study for lifelong learning and work, including their capacity and 
willingness to be informed and active citizens 

 knowledge, understanding and appreciation of the past and the forces that shape societies, including 
Australian society 

 understanding and use of historical concepts, such as evidence, continuity and change, cause and effect, 
perspectives, empathy, significance and contestability 

 capacity to undertake historical inquiry, including skills in the analysis and use of sources, and in explanation 
and communication. 

 

COURSE CONTENT 

The Year 9 History program is derived from the Australian Curriculum, History course descriptors. The course is 

structured around three depth studies that will be taught across the year. There are two different course strands 

that students can choose from: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Depth Study One: The Almighty Aztecs 
Through the process of inquiry, students will examine how expanding contacts within an emerging world resulted 
in the downfall of the Aztec civilisation. In 1492 the explorer Christopher Columbus set off from Spain in search of a 
sea route between Europe and Asia. He returned in triumph believing he had found a quick path to the riches of the 
Orient. Columbus had mistakenly discovered something far more important than a sea route – he had sailed to the 
Americas and had found the Aztecs. The Aztec civilisation was one of the most spectacular in the world, and at its 
heart was the engineering masterpiece of the Aztec capital, Tenochtitlan. Throughout this depth study students will 
examine the role of key groups within the Aztec society; the significant beliefs, values and practices of the Aztecs, 
focussing specifically on their sacred customs such as human sacrifice; as well significant figures in the development 
of the Aztec civilisation such as Montezuma. They will also investigate how the prosperity and wonder of the Aztecs 
came to an end with the arrival of Hernan Cortés and his Spanish conquistadors. The combined force of armed 
invasion and European disease crushed the Aztec civilisation that had developed and flourished on the great 
continent over thousands of years. The meeting of the conquistadors of Europe and the people of the Americas 
brought great change and eventually created a ‘New World’. 
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Depth Study Two: Slavery – Beyond Freedom’s Reach 

Within this depth study students will extend on their studies of the New World and will examine the historical 

forces that resulted in the movement of people through slavery. With the discovery of the Americas by Christopher 

Columbus in 1492, a New World was born. The Spanish were the first Europeans to take land in the Americas for 

mining and farming. Sugar was in great demand in Europe and so planters established vast holdings in the 

Caribbean and South America. Plantation work was long and hard. Native Americans died in their millions from the 

unhealthy conditions they worked under, and from the effects of the diseases spread by the European settlers. The 

Spanish and Portuguese colonists looked for alternative sources of labour and found that African slaves could meet 

the demands of American agriculture and mining. Over 12 million Africans were transported to the slave markets of 

Europe between the fifteenth and nineteenth centuries. Historians estimate than an additional 10 million people 

were taken captive, but perished before reaching the slave markets. This inquiry topic will allow students to 

investigate how the slave trade between Africa, North America and Europe flourished during this time, focusing on 

the experiences of the slaves both en route to and in their first years in their new environments. They will examine 

how the Europeans discussed the cruelty of slavery, but the trade continued because it was argued that the wealth 

derived from slavery outweighed the evil of the act. They will also consider the impact slavery had on the Age of 

Revolution, a time when enlightenment ideas of liberty and equality were shaping new societies. 

 

Depth Study Three:  Off With Her Head! 

In this depth study, students will examine the historical forces and tensions in play in late 18th century France by 

specifically focussing on the social, political, economic, and ideological causes of revolution. They will then be able 

to connect these causes with the emergence of key ideas in this period of time such ‘Liberty, Equality and 

Fraternity’ or egalitarianism.  The French Revolution is regarded as one of history’s great turning points. It brought 

an end to the medieval feudal system of land ownership in France and also eventually through Europe. Students 

will examine both the short term and long term causes of the French revolution as well as the tangible outcomes 

that the revolution produced such as the right to vote, equality before the law, freedom of speech and the right to 

a fair trial. They will also investigate how not everyone in France at the time supported the changes produced by 

the revolution. After the execution of King Louis XVI in 1793, opponents of the revolution sought to crush it with 

the help of foreign armies. This threat to the revolution led to a period known as the Reign of Terror, during which 

thousands of innocent victims were beheaded by a new and ‘humane’ death machine – the guillotine. Students will 

conclude this depth study by assessing the impact Napoleon Bonaparte had on the development of the French 

Empire and will use their knowledge and understanding to critique whether the desired change was achieved by 

the people of France when they initially commenced on the path to revolution. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

Students will complete one assessment item per term and over the course of the year will encounter the following 

types of assessment:  

 

 Short response examination to historical sources 

 Extended written response to historical evidence 

 Historical essay based on research 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Ms Crothers 
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ELECTIVE 

SUBJECTS  
  

  



 Page 13                                                                                                            Year 11/12 Studies Guide  Page 13                                                                                                            Year 9 Studies Guide  

Justice          Sincerity          Felicity         Verity          Freedom  



 

 Page 14                                                                                                            Year 11/12 Studies Guide  Year 9 Studies Guide                                                                                                      Page 14 

Justice          Sincerity          Felicity         Verity          Freedom  

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
Completion of the Year 8 Art course with at least a ‘C’ level would be a distinct advantage.  However, students who 
do not have this may still undertake the course.  All students in this situation should confer with the Art Co-
ordinator. It is recommended that students planning to select units of Art in Year 10 complete the Year 9 Art 
course.  
 
 
AIMS 
The course aims to develop creativity, originality and problem solving abilities;  to develop a considered and 
reflective approach to the production of art work and to acquire knowledge of contemporary and historical aspects 
of the visual arts.  By practising and thinking about art, students acquire respect for such qualities as discrimination, 
craftsmanship, artistic interpretation, originality and creativity. 
 
The course is designed to develop a continuing appreciation and enjoyment of the visual arts and their application 
in our community. The development of imagination and creativity will stand students in good stead as they explore 
a future of possibilities. 
 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
In the two semesters of Art in Years 9 various media are employed, such as:  Painting, Drawing, Printmaking, 
Ceramics, Sculpture, Design and Digital Imaging. 
  
It is hoped that the students will develop their creativity, and will gain an appreciation of the basic elements of 
design, as well as an understanding of a variety of media and techniques.  Students will respond to the works of 
artists whose work will complement the practical areas so that the student will develop a knowledge of various art 
forms and gain an appreciation of the value of the visual arts in society. Where appropriate students will be 
involved in gallery visits. 
 
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 
The student’s Level of Achievement will be based on her ability in the following areas: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
Contact: Mrs McCulkin 

 Making/ Visual Literacy     (Practical) 

      The student’s ability to develop and refine techniques and processes to represent ideas and subject 

       matter in artworks informed by planning, development, reflection and resolution of artworks. 

 Making/ Application     (Practical) 

      The student’s ability to communicate meaning through the selection and manipulation of:    

       materials, techniques, processes and visual conventions. 

 Responding     (Theory) 

      The student will describe, analyse, interpret and evaluate how they and other artists use visual    

      conventions to communicate ideas through researching, developing, resolving and reflecting. 
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Year 9 Business 
Year 9 Business introduces students to the three senior subjects of Accounting, Economics and Legal Studies. 
“Business and related subjects are among the most popular fields of study at universities” (Top Universities, 2017), 
with endless opportunities available to business graduates in not only traditional fields of accounting, management, 
marketing, finance and law, but technology and entrepreneurship. Business can also be the perfect complement to 
allow individuals to provide a living out of a passion such as music, sport or languages. In addition to covering the 
three subject areas, students will participate in a business venture activity, in which they organise and operate their 
own business.  
 
Economics 

Describe 
The economic problem and scarcity 
Choice and opportunity cost 
Factors of production and economic resources 
Production possibility curve   
Efficiency and productivity 
Economic growth 
Ceteris paribus assumption 
Decision making 

Explain 
The concept of opportunity cost and decision making 
Economic models and assumptions 
Production possibility curve 
How the economy addresses the economic problem through what and how much to produce, how to 

produce and for whom to produce 
Classify 

The factors of production (Land, labour, capital and entrepreneurial ability) 
Analyse the 

Production possibility curve to show the effects on events such as improvements in health, education, 
labour, war and famine 

Different economic systems for example (Norway, Singapore, North Korea, Cuba, China, Saudi-Arabia, 
United States and the United Kingdom) 

Create 
Responses that communicate economic meaning to suit the intended purpose, and that sequence and 

develop ideas in paragraphs and extended responses 
Accounting 

Describe 
Where people invest their money 
Business entities (Sole trader, partnership, company) 
Elements of accounting (assets, liabilities, owner’s equity, revenues and expenses) 
Financial reports (statement of profit and loss, statement of financial position and statement of cash 

flows) 
Net profit and net loss 
Shareholders 
A service business 
Accounting entity concept 
Accounting equation 
Transaction analysis and double entry 
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Explain 
Why people invest their money in a business 
The ownership structure of a sole trader, partnership and company 
How accounting information is used by investors 
The role of an accountant, an auditor and the accounting profession 
Why assets are assumed to be of debt nature 
How debits and credits are deduced for increases/decreases in the elements 
The steps in the accounting process 
Interrelationships between assets, liabilities and owners’ equity 
Revenue and expenses and the accounting equation 

Analyse the 
Difference between the accounts of a company and sole trader 
Different forms of investment compared with owning and running a business 

Apply and create 
Sentence and paragraph responses to communicate descriptions, explanations, analysis, 

interpretations and conclusions relating to entities to potential investors 
Transaction analysis and double entry principles in excel to record transactions 

 
Legal Studies 

Define and describe 
Reasonable doubt 
Jurisdiction, code, Crown, prosecutor, defender, defendant and accused 
Justice and equitable outcomes 
Recidivism 
Rule of law, crime and statute 
Criminal act (actus reus) and criminal intent (mens reas) 
Penalty 
Onus of proof and standard of proof 
Sources of law in Australian legal system 
Separation of powers in the Australian legal system 
Court hierarchy and the adversarial and inquisitorial systems of criminal justice 

Explain 
Why laws are needed within society  
Difference between a rule and a law 
Concepts of just and equitable outcomes 
The five characteristics of an effective law  
The process of statutory law making and role of states, territory and Commonwealth Parliament 
Features of the criminal justice system 

Analyse the  
role of customary law in Australia’s legal system 

Create  
Responses that communicate legal meaning to suit the intended purpose, and that sequence and 

develop ideas in paragraphs and extended responses.  
 
Assessment 
Assessment will include a range of items including a research report assignment, combined examination (multiple 
choice, short response and extended response), extended response examination and project work.  
 
  
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION   
Contact:  Mr Preston 
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COURSE OVERVIEW 
Learning in Digital Technologies focuses on developing understanding and skills in computational thinking and 
problem solving. Students will be engaged in analysing problems, implementing designs and subsequently 
evaluating the effectiveness of their solutions.  Digital Technologies is a very practical subject and students will 
spend most of their time utilising a wide range of software applications and hardware devices.  These include 
Robots that can be built and programmed, as well as 3D Printers that will be used to produce plastic artefacts that 
the students themselves will design using sophisticated 3D modelling software. 
 
Students will have the opportunity to enhance their understanding of computer technology and experience new 
software applications.  They will be encouraged to consider and discuss the social implications of Digital 
Technologies and develop a deeper understanding of how these technologies impact upon the world we live in. 
 
The broad scope of the course allows our students to explore many diverse areas of technology and consequently 
be better prepared to utilise it within the wider school curriculum as well as in the outside world.  Our students are 
encouraged to embrace the latest technologies and innovations and in this respect new content is constantly being 
developed.   
 

AIMS 
The course aims to: 
 

 extend the skills and understanding gained in previous years 
 equip our students to use computer technology within school and in the wider community 
 empower our students to make considered choices regarding the use of Digital Technologies in social contexts 
 develop ‘problem-solving’ skills by exploring applications that utilise programming languages 
 to innovate and develop creativity through the challenge of design based problems 
 develop an understanding of some commercial uses of computer technology 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION—Areas of Study 
  

 3D Design & 3D Printing – AutoDesk 123D Design 

 Robotics & Programming - Lego Mindstorms EV3 

 Game Design – Gamemaker Studio 

 Control Technology – Coco 
 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 

Contact: Mr Morgan  

or view the developing course on the Digital Technologies Portal - http://ict.loreto.qld.edu.au/ 

 

http://ict.loreto.qld.edu.au/
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The Year 9 Drama course aims to promote and develop skills in creative and artistic expression.  The course 
provides opportunities for students to explore a range of dramatic styles and contexts, whereby they gain a deeper 
understanding and appreciation of the world in which they live.  Through their active involvement in drama 
activities, students will gain confidence and develop competence in their ability to communicate effectively and 
dynamically with others. 

  

AIMS 

It is intended that the student: 

  

 Manages the elements of drama to form and present dramatic action 

 Develops the ability to respond to and analyse live theatre 

 Develops increasing confidence in presenting their ideas 

 Enjoys reading and interpreting poetry, prose and scripted drama 

 Works co-operatively and constructively in pairs and groups with her peers 

 Listens perceptively and critically 

 Develops an aesthetic appreciation of drama 

  

COURSE OUTLINE  

Using a wide range of activities, both individual and group, Drama in Year 9 covers:  

 

 Theatre for Young People  

 Ritual and movement through the performance of poetry, prose and scripted drama  

 Improvisation and Process Drama  - I re-ordered these and changed one word below… 

 

The first semester in Year 9 Drama is dedicated to the study of a contemporary Australian play written by acclaimed 
playwright Debra Oswald, House On Fire. Students learn how to interpret a script, develop characterisation and 
create engaging dramatic action in the style of heightened Realism. They work together as small ensembles and use 
set, costumes, lighting and props and present their polished performance to an audience of their peers. 

 

The second semester in Year 9 Drama is dedicated to the study of a contemporary Australian play written by 
acclaimed playwright Debra Oswald, House On Fire.  Students learn how to interpret a script, develop 
characterisation and create engaging dramatic action in the style of heightened  Realism.  They work together as 
small ensembles and use set, costumes, lighting and props and present their polished performance to an audience 
of their peers.   

  

Students of Drama should be encouraged to participate in cultural activities beyond the classroom.  Attendance at 
live theatre and entertainment events is recommended and we support active involvement in other performance 
opportunities offered both within and outside the school context.   

  

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Contact:  Mrs Gyte 



 Page 19                                                                                                            Year 11/12 Studies Guide  Page 19                                                                                                            Year 9 Studies Guide  

Justice          Sincerity          Felicity         Verity          Freedom  

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
To ensure students have the opportunity to develop or build on geographical skills across range of assessment 
styles, Geography will be offered as a both a core option as well as an elective whole year subject, to consolidate 
these skills.    
  
 AIMS 
 The Year 9 core Geography course aims to ensure that students develop: 
  
 a sense of wonder, curiosity and respect about places, people, cultures and environments throughout the world 

 a deep geographical knowledge of their own locality, Australia, the Asia region and the world 

 the ability to think geographically, using geographical concepts 

 the capacity to be competent, critical and creative users of geographical inquiry methods and skills 

 the skills to be informed, responsible and active global citizens who can contribute to the development of an 
environmentally and economically sustainable, and socially just world. 

  
 COURSE CONTENT 
The Year 9 Geography Course is based around the Australian Curriculum Year 9 strands of Geographies of 
Interconnections and Biomes and Food Security. Each strand will be covered by different units, each unit a term 
in length and these will be studied in an order determined most suited to the course for that year. The focus of 
the year is on developing good global citizenship skills. 
  
Term: Destination: Gold Coast 
 
This unit examines the interconnections between people and places through the industry of tourism. It investigates 
the perceptions tourists have of a place, how this influences the impacts their needs and wants have on these 
places as well as the implications for the future of these places. It also examines how sustainable particular parts of 
the tourist industry are and looks at various responses to this issue. A day of field work is undertaken to further 
develop this important geographical skill. This unit’s cross-curricular priority is sustainability.  
 
Term:  Refugees – People on the Move 
 
This unit focuses on the complex issues surrounding the movement of people around the world, particularly in 
terms of refugees and those seeking asylum.  The outcomes of this unit include: understanding the key concepts 
and facts about refugees and asylum seekers as well as some of the myths and stereotypes surrounding these 
groups of people; analysing the interconnections between people, place and the environment including some of 
the reasons people need to leave their homelands and seek asylum and the associated social, political, economic 
and environmental impacts; become familiar with human rights and the right to seek asylum; and finally, appraise 
various government, community and individual responses to this issue both here in Australia (in the past and now) 
and other countries responses. It is a unit that is at the heart of social justice and good global citizenship. 
 
 
 Term: “”Our World, Our Heritage, Your Future” – Sustaining our Natural and Cultural Heritage Sites 
 
Our cultural and natural heritage are both irreplaceable sources of life and inspiration. Places as unique and diverse 

as the wilds of East Africa’s Serengeti, the Pyramids of Egypt, the Great Barrier Reef in Australia and the Baroque 

cathedrals of Latin America make up our world’s heritage. However, our world is an increasingly complex web of 

interconnections and interdependencies.  And the choices and actions we make may have repercussions for people 

and communities locally, nationally or internationally. Some of these sites could be at risk of being lost to future 
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generations if we don’t take actions now to conserve these areas of universal outstanding value.  World Heritage 

sites belong to all the peoples of the world, irrespective of the territory on which they are located. However, it is 

also up to each individual to enact our role as responsible global citizens and contribute to the sustainability of 

these sites. We need to ensure that people are aware of where these place are, their value and that they are still 

around for not only current but also future generations. 

 
  
Term: “Wipe out Waste” – An Inquiry into the connection between Food Security and Food Waste 
 
Food is at the centre of every person’s life. For many people, what to have for breakfast, lunch and dinner can be a 
constant thought and sometimes a worry. Whilst there is currently enough food produced in the world today to 
feed everyone, one in seven people, still suffer from the effects of hunger. However, more than one third of the 
food produced today is lost or wasted. In Australia alone, more than 4 million tonnes of food or $8 billion of food is 
wasted every year (Australian Government Report, 2013).This food wastage represents a missed opportunity to 
improve food security for all and comes at a steep environmental, social and economic price. This unit will be 
conducting an inquiry into this issue at both a global and local scale. We will be uncovering the key causes and the 
various impacts that have occurred, are occurring or are likely to occur as a result and finally we will look at some 
key measures we can undertake at a local scale to improve food security for all. 
  
ASSESSMENT 
 
Assessment will be one piece per term and may be any one of the following: an inquiry-based Multi-modal or 
Digital Research Presentation, Extended Written Response to Stimulus, A Field Report based on a day’s field trip or 
a Data Response Test. 
  
  
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
  
Contact: Mrs Hanson  
 
  
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
Contact:  Mrs Hanson 



 Page 21                                                                                                            Year 11/12 Studies Guide  Page 21                                                                                                            Year 9 Studies Guide  

Justice          Sincerity          Felicity         Verity          Freedom  

 
INTRODUCTION 
This year long subject is available to all students. Health & Physical Education in Year 9 is a theoretically and 
practically based subject which provides the opportunity to study formation theoretical practices and introduces 
students to a variety of activities and sports. It involves the study of health concerns and movement concepts, 
while engaging students as intelligent performers. This subject focuses on the complexity of, and interrelationships 
amongst, psychological and sociological factors which influence individual and team physical performances. In 
addition,  wider contemporary health issues relevant to individuals, families and the wider community are 
investigated and analysed. Students are assessed in the Movement and Physical Activity units as well as units which 
cover Personal, Social and Community Health in line with the Australian Curriculum—HPE. 
 
POSSIBLE TOPICS STUDIED 
Topics may change depending on the availability of facilities, resources and final publications in the QCAA senior 

Physical Education syllabus.  

 
Personal, Social and Community Health: Functional Anatomy 
       Health & Wellbeing 
       Team Psychology 
       Mental Health 
 
Movement & Physical Activity:   Volleyball/Basketball 
       European Handball/Netball 
       Oz Tag/Touch/Soccer 
       Synchronised Swimming/Water Fitness 
 
 

ASSESSMENT 
Each Movement and Physical Activity unit is assessed using observations in isolated and authentic environments 
such as game play or routines performed individually or in groups, specific to the activity being covered. 
 
Each  Personal, Social and Community Health unit will be assessed using either a multi-modal presentation, written 
exam or research assignment. 
 
 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

Contact:  Mr Jones 
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AIMS 

History is a disciplined process of inquiry into the past that develops students' curiosity and imagination. Awareness 
of history is an essential characteristic of any society, and historical knowledge is fundamental to understanding 
ourselves and others. It promotes the understanding of societies, events, movements and developments that have 
shaped humanity from earliest times. It helps students appreciate how the world and its people have changed, as 
well as the significant continuities that exist to the present day.  
 
The study of History aims to ensure that students develop: 

 interest in, and enjoyment of, historical study for lifelong learning and work, including their capacity and 
willingness to be informed and active citizens 

 knowledge, understanding and appreciation of the past and the forces that shape societies, including 
Australian society 

 understanding and use of historical concepts, such as evidence, continuity and change, cause and effect, 
perspectives, empathy, significance and contestability 

 capacity to undertake historical inquiry, including skills in the analysis and use of sources, and in explanation 
and communication. 

 

COURSE CONTENT 

The Year 9 History program is derived from the Australian Curriculum, History course descriptors. The course is 

structured around three depth studies that will be taught across the year. There are two different course strands 

that students can choose from: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Depth Study One: Holy Blood, Holy Grail 

In this depth study, students will examine the issue of power through an investigation of the First and Third 

Crusades.  During the eleventh century a series of holy wars began involving the European Christians against the 

Saracens of the East. The term ‘Saracen’ was the name given to all non-Christians. Palestine was considered to be 

the Holy Land by Christians, mainly because was where Jesus was born and lived. When the Seljuk Turks took 

control of much of this land in the eleventh century, the Emperor of the Byzantine Empire became alarmed and 

appealed to the West for help. The Pope of the time, Urban II, called upon the people of Europe to rise up and 

capture back the Holy Land and so began the First Crusade. The crusades, which continued for more than 100 

years, caused the deaths of thousands of people and greatly changed the Christian and Muslim worlds. This inquiry 

topic will allow students to consider the contributions of significant individuals and significant forces that led to the 

First and Third Crusades, as well as reflect upon the attitudes of European culture towards non-European culture.  

The students will then be able to contextualise these ideas with regards to the contemporary world and 

contemplate how power is currently exercised by groups or individuals within the Holy Land.   
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Depth Study Two: The Birth of the Modern Man 

Within this depth study students will extend on their studies of the New World and will examine the historical 

forces that resulted in the era of the Renaissance. The Renaissance was a period of major cultural change. It 

occurred in Europe from the fourteenth to the sixteenth centuries and was a time of new ideas that led to 

outstanding achievements in areas such as the arts and science. Scholars and artists in Italy turned back to the texts 

and culture of Ancient Greece and Rome. They were inspired to rethink their ideas and explore different 

approaches in their work. This inquiry topic will allow students to focus on a key theme that emerged in this 

Renaissance thinking and that was ‘humanism’. It focused on the individual’s capacity to better understand and 

improve the world. By the late fifteenth century the spirit of the Renaissance in Italy was spreading to other 

European countries though it developed at different points in time and in different ways. Students will examine the 

many different ways that the Renaissance laid the groundwork for the movements that established the modern 

world. 

 

 

Depth Study Three:  Off With Her Head! 

In this depth study, students will examine the historical forces and tensions in play in late 18th century France by 

specifically focussing on the social, political, economic, and ideological causes of revolution. They will then be able 

to connect these causes with the emergence of key ideas in this period of time such ‘Liberty, Equality and 

Fraternity’ or egalitarianism.  The French Revolution is regarded as one of history’s great turning points. It brought 

an end to the medieval feudal system of land ownership in France and also eventually through Europe. Students 

will examine both the short term and long term causes of the French revolution as well as the tangible outcomes 

that the revolution produced such as the right to vote, equality before the law, freedom of speech and the right to 

a fair trial. They will also investigate how not everyone in France at the time supported the changes produced by 

the revolution. After the execution of King Louis XVI in 1793, opponents of the revolution sought to crush it with 

the help of foreign armies. This threat to the revolution led to a period known as the Reign of Terror, during which 

thousands of innocent victims were beheaded by a new and ‘humane’ death machine – the guillotine. Students will 

conclude this depth study by assessing the impact Napoleon Bonaparte had on the development of the French 

Empire and will use their knowledge and understanding to critique whether the desired change was achieved by 

the people of France when they initially commenced on the path to revolution. 

 

 

ASSESSMENT 

Students will complete one assessment item per term and over the course of the year will encounter the following 

types of assessment:  

 

Short response examination to historical sources 

Extended written response to historical evidence 

Historical essay based on research 

 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Ms Crothers  
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The following information applies to each of the four languages offered at Loreto. In Year 9, students are encour-

aged to continue learning the language they studied in Year 8. If students wish to study a language other than that 

which was studied in Year 8, they should discuss this with the Curriculum Leader—Languages and the Deputy Prin-

cipal —Curriculum and Technology. 

 

Competence in a foreign language is now essential if young Australians are to take their proper place in a world 

where globalisation has become an irreversible force. Recent articles in the Australian Business Press have high-

lighted a worrying shortage of graduates with second language capabilities. Young Australians will continue to be 

at a disadvantage in a global work environment unless they can convert their current mono-lingualism to at least 

bi-lingualism on their list of qualifications. Most other countries in the Developed World already insist that their 

young people should be able to operate competently in a language other than their mother tongue. A former Ger-

man Chancellor, Helmut Schmidt, when asked which language was the most important for business answered “It 

is the language your customer speaks”. With competency in language comes a level of cultural understanding 

without which international business communication can so often be adversely affected. 

 

Loreto acknowledges this by offering students a choice of four languages (two European and two Asian) and by en-

couraging students to participate actively in a range of cultural activities. An exchange visit to China / France / Ger-

many / Japan will be offered to students in Years 10 and 11, every two years. These exchanges are organised in con-

junction with our sister schools and the number of girls who are able to participate in the exchange programs may 

depend on how many students our sister schools have the capacity to host. Exchange programs are also dependent 

on issues of global safety. 

 

AIMS 

In Year 9 students will gain a practical knowledge of the language that enables them to: 

 Understand and use it with a degree of proficiency in communicating as a visitor in Chinese / French / Ger-

man / Japanese speaking countries or in dealing with speakers of these languages in Australia 

 Appreciate, through the study of Chinese / French / German / Japanese the thoughts, manners, customs 

and achievements of the people, their way of life and culture 

 Develop positive attitudes in a multicultural society and gain insights which better equip them to ad-

just to changing patterns of life in Australia and the world 

 

The study will also provide a basis for further work in the language and for vocational opportunities. 

 

Language study provides students with a range of thinking skills and extends their vocabulary and sentence struc-

ture in English, all of which benefit their performance in other subject areas. 

 

CONTENT 

The four language skills of Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing are developed through practice in a variety of 

everyday settings including shops, restaurants, hotels, public transport. Cultural awareness is also developed and 

is integrated into the language courses. 
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COURSE CONTENT - CHINESE 

The following table gives examples of topics covered during the Year 9 Chinese course: 

 

COURSE CONTENT - FRENCH 
The following table gives examples of topics covered during the Year 9 French course: 

Term 1: My Family Term 2: I like Justin Bieber 

My family members’ occupations 

Their age 

Where my family members live 

Describe country names  

Recognise and express nationalities  

My likes and dislikes 

Term 3: Order food in a restaurant  Term 4: Languages and Subjects of study 

Recognise and express names of dishes 

Ask for their prices  

Taking and giving a food order 

Paying for the meal  

What languages are offered in Chinese schools and 

universities 

School subjects 

My favourite subject 

I am scared of exams  

Term One: My House and My School Term Two: Life as a Teenager 

Describe your house and your room 

Compare housing in Australia and France 

Discuss chores and what you have to do at home 

Discover the French school system 

Express the time in French 

Read timetables 

Discuss your preferences for school subjects 

Discuss what you do in your free time 

Create a play list of French songs 

Learn about popular sports and pastimes in France 

Go clothes shopping in France 

Discover French bands and sports stars 

Discuss the weather 

Play some French games and sport 

Term Three: Getting Around Town Term Four: Let’s Go to France! 

Describe buildings in a town 

Ask for and give directions 

Exchange phone numbers 

Discuss where you are going to go on the weekend 

Create a description of where you live 

Compare towns in France and Australia 

  

Make holiday plans 

Discuss the best seasons to travel to France 

Use Internet to design a backpacker’s guide to 

sightseeing in France 

Create a packing list for your trip 

Enjoy a virtual trip to Paris 

Book accommodation 
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COURSE CONTENT GERMAN 
The following table gives examples of topics covered during the Year 9 German course: 

COURSE CONTENT JAPANESE 
The following table gives examples of topics covered during the Year 9 Japanese course: 

Term One: Out and About in Germany Term Two: Fashion and Appearances 

Describe buildings in a town 

Ask for and give directions 

Talk about summer and winter sports 

Exchange addresses 

Catch public transport 

Order food in a café 

Describe people 

Talk about what you like to wear 

Compare school clothes in Australia and Germany 

Go clothes shopping in Germany 

Discuss the weather 

Term Three: At Home and At Work Term Four: Last Weekend 

Describe your house 

Compare housing in Australia and Germany 

Talk about the furniture in your room 

Discuss chores and what you have to do at home 

Give details about how you earn your money 

Explain what you spend your money on 

Understand past tense in German 

Learn how to use the past tense in German 

Discuss what you did on the weekend 

Explain where you went on holidays 

Compare theme parks in Australia and Germany 

Explore Project Week in Germany 

Term One:   All in the Family & Whatever you like Term Two:   Time Out! & What a day! 

Counting people 

Asking how many people in one’s family and responding 

Identifying the members of one’s family 

Describing the pastimes/likes/dislikes of family members 

Kanji for “person(s)”, “what”, mum, dad 

Telling the time; special readings for 5 minute intervals 

and 10 minute intervals 

Kanji for “minute”, “hour” and “half past”; “eat” and 

“school” 

Describing one’s daily routine 

Breakfast foods 

Days of the week in kanji 

Term Three: A country town; transportation; and   the 

Japanese calendar 

 Term Four: School timetable and school year; Talking in 

the past 

Describing rural and urban places 

Kanji for natural features or places in rural areas; for 

“100” and “1000” 

Counting numbers from 100 to 9999 

Explaining the modes of transport 

Examining public holidays 

Asking about specific dates and responding 

  

Asking/responding to questions about one’s subjects, 

co-curricular activities and school timetable 

Kanji for “like/love”, “high”, “year level”, “from…until” 

Describing one’s weekend activities – when, where and 

with whom 

Introducing major cities of Kyoto, Osaka, Nara, Kobe 

and Nagoya 
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ACTIVITIES 
 
Activities that take place within the classroom include role plays, theatre, songs, stories, letter writing, internet, 
email, DVD viewing, language games and conversations, food sampling and other cultural activities. 

 
Students are also encouraged to experience the language “outside” the classroom by participation in language 
competitions, cultural festivals and excursions to foreign films/plays. Dining experiences at relevant restaurants 
and cafés also take place when appropriate. The girls spend time watching appropriate programs on SBS and ABC 
TV, using interactive language software and computer programs and researching on the internet. 
 
Email projects between schools in China, France, Germany and Japan provide a realistic international setting for 
some of our classroom work. They also give our students the opportunity to experience their language learning in 
an international context. This then forms an important link with our partner schools in France, Germany and Ja-
pan. 
 
The course books used are up to date and interesting and are supplemented by CDs, DVDs, flashcards, software, 
computer programs, smartphone apps and the Internet. 
 
 

ASSESSMENT 
 
Each semester, students complete one short test in each of the skills of Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing. 
This is usually divided into two tests per term. A cultural component has also been included in the course which 
involves students researching some aspect relevant to their unit of work. Regular revision, use of Language Per-
fect, completion of homework and active participation in class are important. 

 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Contact: Ms Tilly 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
These are courses that have been specially designed to improve students’ literacy and numeracy skills. The courses 
are intended specifically for those students who may be experiencing difficulties with numeracy and/or literacy. 
Classes are kept as small as possible in order to give students extra time with the teacher and the opportunity to 
receive the reinforcement they need to meet their individual requirements. 
 
 

COURSE CONTENT 
Students will be given intensive work in such areas as: 
 

 Reading comprehension 

 Writing  

 Research skills – summarising, note taking, developing key questions 

 Thinking skills and problem solving 

 Numeracy 

 
YEAR 9 
Students will receive one lesson of Numeracy Enrichment, one lesson of Literacy Enrichment and one lesson of 
assignment help per cycle. 
  
 

ASSESSMENT 
There will be no formal assessment in this subject. 
 
 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

Contact:  Mrs Goldney 
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Year 9 Music is a developmental program that concentrates on building a student’s musical abilities and 
confidence.  This subject provides an opportunity to experience a wider range of musical genres and styles; develop 
skills in creating and playing; experiment with the use of technology in musical settings; and develop knowledge 
and skills beyond those achievable purely through playing in the ensemble program.  Additionally, this subject is a 
good preparation for students who intend to continue to study Music electives in Year 10, and is essential 
preparation for those considering Senior Music or Music Extension in Years 11/12. 
  
  
AIMS 
The study of Year 9 Music provides students with the opportunity to: 
 Enjoy and value music 

 Engage confidently in music-making 

 Communicate and express ideas about music and critically evaluate music in a variety of contexts and styles 

 Learn composition techniques 

 Employ a variety of music-related technologies including instruments, computer software, recording and 
amplification equipment 

 Gain skills and knowledge relevant to professional practice across all sectors of the music industry including 
music copyright, occupational health and safety and band promotion 

 Develop skills that will assist entry into further musical study, including Senior Music, Music Extension and 
tertiary education 

  
 COURSE OUTLINE 
The knowledge and skills encompassed by the Year 9 course are covered through a series of integrated units: 
  
GREATEST HITS:  In this unit students explore what makes a song a ‘Greatest Hit’. In particular, students will 
unpack the key musical elements in a piece of music and understand how these elements work together to create a 
popular hit.   
  
IN THE MOOD:  In this unit students explore how music can manipulate a listener’s mood.  Through looking at a 
wide variety of musical genres, from film scores to the blues, students will discover how composers and performers 
can have a lasting and emotional impact on their audience. 
 
 
 ASSESSMENT 
 Assessment for this course will take a variety of forms, including:   

 Performance Tasks (solo, ensemble, conducting, improvisation, accompaniment) 

 Composing Tasks (original works or arrangements of existing music) 

 Musicology Analysis 

 Practical Demonstrations 

  
PREREQUISITES 
While there are no prerequisites for entering Years 9/10 Music, it is advised that students are learning or (begin 
lessons on) an instrument or voice to assist in developing the skills required for the performing criteria of the 
subject. 
   
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION   - Contact:  Mrs Gyte 
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INTRODUCTION 

Technologies: Food and Textiles is a year-long course of study within the Design and Technologies subject from the 

learning area of Technologies within the Australian Curriculum. The course consists of one semester of Food 

Technology and one semester of Textiles Technology. Students use Design and Technologies knowledge and 

understanding, processes and production skills and design thinking to produce solutions. Problem-solving approaches 

to learning and assessment have real life context, acknowledge the complexities of contemporary life and make 

connections to related specialised occupations and further study. Throughout the course of study, students use 

creativity, innovation and problem-solving skills with increasing confidence, independence and collaboration. Career 

paths in health and nutrition, textiles and fashion, hospitality, event management and interior design or decorating 

are connected to the study of Technologies: Food and Textiles. 

 

SEMESTER UNITS 

Food Technology: Fresh is Best 

In this unit, students will investigate and make judgments on how the principles of food preparation, presentation and 

sensory perceptions influence the creation of food solutions for healthy eating. Students will develop an 

understanding of effective food selection to generate food products that rely on fresh ingredients as a healthier 

alternative to take-away or processed foods. They will explore and apply the Dietary Guidelines to generate food 

solutions, develop food preparation skills and manage resources for the successful completion of range of food 

products. 

 

Textiles Technology: Designing for Interiors 

In this unit, students will investigate and make judgments on how the characteristics and properties of materials, 

systems, components, tools and equipment can be combined to create designed solutions. They will explore the 

styles of interiors and critique them through the lenses of design. The students, in response to a ‘room challenge’ 

design brief will design and create a decorated cushion to enhance the decor of the room. They will manage resources 

for the successful completion of the textiles item. 

 

Approaches to Teaching and Learning 

Both units of study include a focus on the Habits of Mind of ‘managing impulsivity’ and ‘striving for accuracy’ to guide 

the students’ thinking and learning in developing effective techniques and efficient management for the completion 

of quality food and textiles products. The food technology unit also includes a focus on ‘gathering data from all 

senses’ with its examination and appreciation of fresh versus processed foods. The textiles unit also focuses on 

‘creating, imagining and innovating’ when designing and constructing their own decorator cushion. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

Students are required to create designed solutions within food and textiles technologies. They are required to explain, 

justify and evaluate ideas, solutions and processes. They develop production and management plans, and select and 

use appropriate technologies to produce high-quality solutions for the intended purpose. 

A series of design briefs with real life context guides the learning for 2 pieces of assessment in each semester. 

1. In-class written test or responding task 

2. Project: written component of design folio and product component of food products 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Contact Ms Duncan 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=T&t=healthy+eating
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=T&t=components
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=T&t=equipment
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Where did we come from?   What causes change?   Where are we heading?   The Big History Project takes on these 
questions that originated with the dawn of time, and gives students a framework to tell the story of humanity’s 
place in the Universe.   The Big History Project helps students see the overall picture and make sense of the pieces; 
it looks at the past from the Big Bang to modernity, seeking out common themes and patterns that can help us 
better understand people, civilizations, and the world we live in.   Throughout the project, students encounter chal-
lenging ideas and questions and learn to connect ideas across 13.8 billion years of time.  They will engage with an 
array of disciplines such as History, Geography, Astronomy, Geology, Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Archaeology, Eco-
nomics, Anthropology and Sociology.  The course asks students to thoughtfully and rigorously engage with the 
claims they encounter along the way. The Big History Project requires students to examine big questions such as:  
 

 How has the Universe and life within it grown more complex over the past 13.8 billion years?  

 How do we know what we know about the past?  

 How can we judge claims about the past? 

 Why does what we “know” change over time? 

 How does what happened during the early days of the Universe, the Solar System, and the Earth shape 
what we are experiencing today?  

 
Students participate in the important and exciting work of exploring, developing, and testing big answers.   The 
course is information technology based with resources such as videos, texts, articles, activities, info graphics and 
image galleries available online and also downloadable for offline use.  Students develop their learning through Ac-
tivities, Investigations and Project Based Learning Activities.   
  

TOPICS STUDIED 
The Big History Project is a course divided into 10 units: 
 

1. What is Big History 
2. The Big Bang 
3. Stars and Elements 
4. Our Solar System and Earth 
5. Life 
6. Early Humans 
7. Agriculture and Civilisations 
8. Expansion and interconnection 
9. Acceleration 
10. The Future 

 
 

The Big History Project is designed to complement other Year 9 subjects such as History, Geography and Science 
and is in alignment with Loreto’s Teaching and Learning Framework, particularly through the development of Habits 
of Mind, Dispositions of the Heart and emphasising the life-long importance of Enduring Pursuits. 
 

ASSESSMENT 
The Big History Project takes a multifaceted approach to assessment. Every activity is developed for students and teachers to 

gain insight into their understanding.  Assessment activities include informal end of lesson quizzes and peer reviews, as well as 

formal writing assessments such as Research Papers and Investigation Related Writing.  Achievement grades are assigned to 

three criteria: Knowledge & Understanding, Thinking Processes and Communication. 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION  

Contact:    Mr Lourigan 



 

 Page 32                                                                                                            Year 11/12 Studies Guide  Year 9 Studies Guide                                                                                                      Page 32 

Justice          Sincerity          Felicity         Verity          Freedom  


